
Transcript for Centennial Conversations 
Podcast #3 
1 
00:00:03,880 --> 00:00:07,030 
Welcome back to Centennial Conversations, a series 
 
2 
00:00:07,030 --> 00:00:09,760 
of podcasts about the first 100 years of Gavilan 
 
3 
00:00:09,760 --> 00:00:12,820 
College. I'm Dana Young, one of the librarians 
 
4 
00:00:12,820 --> 00:00:15,250 
here at Gabbling College. And we are here once 
 
5 
00:00:15,250 --> 00:00:17,950 
again with Leah Halper, who recently wrote and 
 
6 
00:00:17,950 --> 00:00:22,420 
updated a history of gabbling college. Welcome. 
 
7 
00:00:22,540 --> 00:00:25,300 
Thanks. I'm eager to talk about World War Two. 
 
8 
00:00:25,300 --> 00:00:29,260 
Such an interesting topic. Yes. So last time we 
 
9 
00:00:29,260 --> 00:00:32,530 
concentrated on San Benito Junior College and the 
 
10 
00:00:32,530 --> 00:00:36,150 



20s and 30s, the Great Depression. This time, 
 
11 
00:00:36,160 --> 00:00:39,940 
let's talk about World War two and how and its 
 
12 
00:00:39,940 --> 00:00:44,410 
impact on Sabbatino Junior College. How is the 
 
13 
00:00:44,440 --> 00:00:49,960 
area affected by the war in so many ways? You know, 
 
14 
00:00:49,960 --> 00:00:52,600 
World War Two is really the turning point in U.S. 
 
15 
00:00:52,600 --> 00:00:56,110 
history. The second one, civil war being the first 
 
16 
00:00:56,110 --> 00:00:59,440 
one. But it really changed everything in an 
 
17 
00:00:59,440 --> 00:01:04,360 
agricultural area. The acreage under cultivation 
 
18 
00:01:04,360 --> 00:01:07,060 
and the number of canneries, the post production 
 
19 
00:01:07,060 --> 00:01:09,970 
post field work just expanded exponentially 
 
20 
00:01:09,970 --> 00:01:12,430 
because suddenly you had millions of service 
 
21 
00:01:12,430 --> 00:01:15,700 



people to feed overseas. So the canneries are 
 
22 
00:01:15,700 --> 00:01:19,780 
working, you know, sometimes 24 hour shifts. But 
 
23 
00:01:19,780 --> 00:01:25,060 
also California, as you know, became a huge center 
 
24 
00:01:25,060 --> 00:01:28,300 
for production of ships and airplanes and other 
 
25 
00:01:28,300 --> 00:01:31,960 
military supplies and equipment. And that acted 
 
26 
00:01:31,960 --> 00:01:35,290 
like a magnet. And a lot of people were drawn out 
 
27 
00:01:35,290 --> 00:01:37,990 
of rural areas into Richmond, Oakland, San 
 
28 
00:01:37,990 --> 00:01:40,960 
Francisco to work in those shipyards. So a lot of 
 
29 
00:01:40,960 --> 00:01:43,270 
people just got sucked right out. And then, of 
 
30 
00:01:43,270 --> 00:01:47,260 
course, young men were mobilized so that anybody 
 
31 
00:01:47,260 --> 00:01:50,050 
who wanted a job could get one because the people 
 
32 
00:01:50,050 --> 00:01:53,440 



who would normally have those jobs are overseas 
 
33 
00:01:53,440 --> 00:01:56,890 
fighting. So it changed everything. Well, and 
 
34 
00:01:56,890 --> 00:02:00,370 
wasn't it that time frame where Rosie the Riveter 
 
35 
00:02:00,910 --> 00:02:05,860 
sort of came to prominence in the factories here 
 
36 
00:02:05,860 --> 00:02:08,110 
in California? Yeah. So there were huge 
 
37 
00:02:08,110 --> 00:02:11,530 
opportunities for women. There were jobs, lots of 
 
38 
00:02:11,530 --> 00:02:13,510 
jobs. In fact, there weren't enough women in 
 
39 
00:02:13,510 --> 00:02:15,730 
California to take the jobs. Women were coming 
 
40 
00:02:15,730 --> 00:02:17,920 
from all over the south. There was a huge the 
 
41 
00:02:17,920 --> 00:02:20,940 
Great Migration had a huge kind of bump. Yeah. A 
 
42 
00:02:20,950 --> 00:02:23,710 
lot of African-American women and others from the 
 
43 
00:02:23,710 --> 00:02:26,950 



South and the Midwest came, so. Yeah, but women 
 
44 
00:02:26,950 --> 00:02:30,040 
didn't just have job opportunities. They also had 
 
45 
00:02:30,790 --> 00:02:34,930 
roles available to them for leadership and 
 
46 
00:02:34,930 --> 00:02:38,530 
planning and kind of community service that they 
 
47 
00:02:38,530 --> 00:02:40,420 
had never had before. Women could be plane 
 
48 
00:02:40,420 --> 00:02:43,030 
spotters or they could be civilian defense 
 
49 
00:02:43,030 --> 00:02:46,660 
captains or, you know, there was just so much. And 
 
50 
00:02:46,660 --> 00:02:50,050 
then young women as as we'll discuss later, we're 
 
51 
00:02:50,050 --> 00:02:53,710 
in great demand any anywhere near a military base. 
 
52 
00:02:53,710 --> 00:02:56,920 
And of course, Fort Hood was enormous. So women 
 
53 
00:02:56,920 --> 00:03:00,790 
were literally bussed from Gilroy to dance with 
 
54 
00:03:00,790 --> 00:03:03,280 



the servicemen on Thursday nights and will have 
 
55 
00:03:03,490 --> 00:03:07,150 
Merial Winter Brown talk about that. One other 
 
56 
00:03:07,150 --> 00:03:09,400 
thing that I think is important to note a couple 
 
57 
00:03:09,400 --> 00:03:12,490 
of things about this area. There weren't enough 
 
58 
00:03:12,490 --> 00:03:15,190 
people to do farm work. It's hard work. It's the 
 
59 
00:03:15,190 --> 00:03:17,500 
first thing that people will leave if they get a 
 
60 
00:03:17,500 --> 00:03:21,520 
better opportunity. So in one year alone, 1943, 
 
61 
00:03:21,520 --> 00:03:24,880 
the Bracero Program, which Congress initiated to 
 
62 
00:03:24,880 --> 00:03:27,370 
try to deal with this agricultural labor shortage 
 
63 
00:03:27,640 --> 00:03:30,730 
in one year alone, the Bracero program brought 700 
 
64 
00:03:30,730 --> 00:03:33,610 
men from Mexico. They literally got on a bus in 
 
65 
00:03:33,610 --> 00:03:38,140 



Mexico and rode up to Morgan Hill, where a bunch 
 
66 
00:03:38,140 --> 00:03:40,360 
of them were employed by the Pear Packers 
 
67 
00:03:40,360 --> 00:03:44,470 
Association. So that had a huge impact immediately 
 
68 
00:03:44,470 --> 00:03:47,410 
and that, you know, agriculture could go on. But 
 
69 
00:03:47,410 --> 00:03:50,080 
many of those men, their status at that time, the 
 
70 
00:03:50,080 --> 00:03:52,480 
United States was not obsessed with, you know, are 
 
71 
00:03:52,480 --> 00:03:54,160 
they here illegally or are they not? They were 
 
72 
00:03:54,160 --> 00:03:56,740 
here to help win the war and people were darn 
 
73 
00:03:56,740 --> 00:03:59,380 
grateful for it. And many of them stayed because 
 
74 
00:03:59,380 --> 00:04:02,590 
they weren't told that they couldn't. And so that 
 
75 
00:04:02,590 --> 00:04:04,990 
becomes important because although there were 
 
76 
00:04:04,990 --> 00:04:07,720 



Mexican Americans, Spanish surname people here, 
 
77 
00:04:07,870 --> 00:04:10,900 
you know, from before the beginning of U.S. 
 
78 
00:04:10,900 --> 00:04:15,310 
occupation, this community stayed raised families. 
 
79 
00:04:15,520 --> 00:04:18,580 
Their kids became the first generation to go to 
 
80 
00:04:18,580 --> 00:04:23,140 
college in the 60s. And that irrevocably changed 
 
81 
00:04:23,140 --> 00:04:25,150 
community colleges, I think, for the better 
 
82 
00:04:25,150 --> 00:04:27,910 
because access is opening up. So so that's an 
 
83 
00:04:27,910 --> 00:04:30,370 
impact. And then I think we have to mention two 
 
84 
00:04:30,370 --> 00:04:33,490 
other things locally. Hollister had a naval air 
 
85 
00:04:33,490 --> 00:04:36,550 
station, which is now referred to as the Hollister 
 
86 
00:04:36,550 --> 00:04:40,960 
airport, and that was very important. And a lot of 
 
87 
00:04:40,960 --> 00:04:43,750 



people locally were involved one way or another in 
 
88 
00:04:43,750 --> 00:04:45,910 
either building it or supporting it or providing 
 
89 
00:04:45,910 --> 00:04:49,330 
services. And then finally, another way that this 
 
90 
00:04:49,330 --> 00:04:52,540 
area was impacted. There were large Japanese 
 
91 
00:04:52,540 --> 00:04:56,230 
American communities in Hollister, Gilroy and 
 
92 
00:04:56,230 --> 00:04:59,710 
Morgan Hill, and each of them had a markedly 
 
93 
00:04:59,710 --> 00:05:03,350 
different experience with World War Two. All of 
 
94 
00:05:03,350 --> 00:05:07,330 
them were subject to discrimination, internment, 
 
95 
00:05:08,000 --> 00:05:10,280 
you know, the fear of going away and not knowing 
 
96 
00:05:10,280 --> 00:05:12,830 
what you're going to come back to in each 
 
97 
00:05:12,830 --> 00:05:15,260 
community. It was really different. Gilroy, I have 
 
98 
00:05:15,260 --> 00:05:17,960 



to say, from what I've heard from the families and 
 
99 
00:05:17,960 --> 00:05:21,440 
their descendants, was absolutely welcoming. 
 
100 
00:05:22,070 --> 00:05:25,280 
European American farmers were friends with the 
 
101 
00:05:25,280 --> 00:05:28,760 
families, took over their land, farmed it for them 
 
102 
00:05:28,760 --> 00:05:31,400 
and banked the profits so that when people came 
 
103 
00:05:31,400 --> 00:05:33,980 
home, they not only had their land in good shape, 
 
104 
00:05:34,190 --> 00:05:36,350 
ready to be planted, but they also had money in 
 
105 
00:05:36,350 --> 00:05:38,960 
the bank and their houses had been cared for. So 
 
106 
00:05:38,960 --> 00:05:42,470 
that's the most wonderful story. The least 
 
107 
00:05:42,470 --> 00:05:46,160 
wonderful story is Morgan Hill, which passed an 
 
108 
00:05:46,160 --> 00:05:49,190 
ordinance. These different, different, subtle 
 
109 
00:05:49,190 --> 00:05:51,440 



differences in the Japanese American communities 
 
110 
00:05:51,440 --> 00:05:54,410 
also make a difference. Many people in Gilroy own 
 
111 
00:05:54,420 --> 00:05:58,520 
land. They had bought it during a small open 
 
112 
00:05:58,520 --> 00:06:03,080 
window for land. So they were peers in Morgan Hill. 
 
113 
00:06:03,110 --> 00:06:05,840 
Most Japanese American families, from what I've 
 
114 
00:06:05,870 --> 00:06:08,780 
read, didn't own land. They were tenant farmers 
 
115 
00:06:09,020 --> 00:06:11,360 
and they were treated very badly. In fact, the 
 
116 
00:06:11,360 --> 00:06:15,350 
Morgan Hill City Council passed an ordinance when 
 
117 
00:06:15,350 --> 00:06:17,990 
they were interned saying, please don't come back 
 
118 
00:06:18,230 --> 00:06:21,770 
to Morgan Hill. A lot of people either didn't know 
 
119 
00:06:21,770 --> 00:06:23,600 
that or they ignored it. This is their home. They 
 
120 
00:06:23,600 --> 00:06:26,780 



came back and they were relegated to some pretty 
 
121 
00:06:26,780 --> 00:06:30,110 
bad land out in Madrona. They felt uncomfortable 
 
122 
00:06:30,110 --> 00:06:32,030 
going into town. They weren't treated well. They 
 
123 
00:06:32,030 --> 00:06:34,430 
weren't welcome in Morgan Hill. So here's, you 
 
124 
00:06:34,430 --> 00:06:36,970 
know, U.S. history. There's always, you know, this 
 
125 
00:06:37,010 --> 00:06:40,820 
terribly saddening story about bigotry and and and 
 
126 
00:06:40,820 --> 00:06:45,530 
bias. But then the Bonfante family, this Italian 
 
127 
00:06:45,530 --> 00:06:48,740 
family that had its own fairly recent immigration 
 
128 
00:06:48,740 --> 00:06:51,950 
experience, the Bonfante family started a grocery 
 
129 
00:06:51,950 --> 00:06:55,460 
store out in Madrona specifically to help these 
 
130 
00:06:55,460 --> 00:06:57,230 
Japanese American families. And I'm sure they 
 
131 
00:06:57,230 --> 00:06:58,820 



needed the money and they wanted to make some 
 
132 
00:06:58,820 --> 00:07:01,790 
money. But there was also those those families 
 
133 
00:07:01,790 --> 00:07:06,110 
still talk about the Bonfante as good people who 
 
134 
00:07:06,110 --> 00:07:08,840 
wanted to help them, who gave them credit, who 
 
135 
00:07:08,840 --> 00:07:11,750 
reached across this divide that was created 
 
136 
00:07:12,380 --> 00:07:14,630 
against Japanese Americans. So it's very 
 
137 
00:07:14,630 --> 00:07:18,200 
heartening in Hollister. I think we have an 
 
138 
00:07:18,200 --> 00:07:21,440 
experience maybe somewhere in the middle. I think, 
 
139 
00:07:21,920 --> 00:07:24,200 
you know, the community felt very integrated. In 
 
140 
00:07:24,200 --> 00:07:26,990 
fact, there's a wonderful photograph that I found 
 
141 
00:07:26,990 --> 00:07:29,570 
my first couple of years of teaching of Japanese 
 
142 
00:07:29,570 --> 00:07:32,720 



Americans before they were interned. They knew 
 
143 
00:07:32,720 --> 00:07:34,310 
more or less what was coming. They were going to 
 
144 
00:07:34,310 --> 00:07:37,370 
get on a bus with one suitcase each and be taken 
 
145 
00:07:37,370 --> 00:07:39,680 
to one only what they could carry. Yeah, one of 13 
 
146 
00:07:39,680 --> 00:07:44,990 
camps. But they had a grave cleaning ceremony. 
 
147 
00:07:44,990 --> 00:07:48,890 
They went to the Japanese American cemetery to 
 
148 
00:07:48,920 --> 00:07:50,870 
clean the graves of their ancestors with the 
 
149 
00:07:50,870 --> 00:07:52,430 
understanding they didn't know when they'd be able 
 
150 
00:07:52,430 --> 00:07:54,260 
to do it again. So they wanted to leave them in 
 
151 
00:07:54,260 --> 00:07:57,830 
good shape. And then they had a picnic. And guess 
 
152 
00:07:57,830 --> 00:08:01,160 
what? They served on their picnic. This always 
 
153 
00:08:01,160 --> 00:08:03,470 



makes me tear up. When did they serve at the 
 
154 
00:08:03,470 --> 00:08:09,380 
picnic? Hamburgers, hot dogs and apple pie. So 
 
155 
00:08:09,380 --> 00:08:12,440 
they wanted to give a very clear message, we're 
 
156 
00:08:12,440 --> 00:08:19,730 
American. Absolutely. And so I noticed when we 
 
157 
00:08:19,730 --> 00:08:23,510 
were looking at the 1936 yearbook that we we saw 
 
158 
00:08:23,510 --> 00:08:29,000 
some Japanese sounding names, some faces perhaps 
 
159 
00:08:29,000 --> 00:08:30,260 
that were Japanese. 
 
160 
00:08:32,480 --> 00:08:39,440 
In fact, in I was looking at some 1941, 42 copies 
 
161 
00:08:39,440 --> 00:08:44,660 
of the student newspaper. And just before we we 
 
162 
00:08:44,660 --> 00:08:48,980 
the United States got into World War Two, there 
 
163 
00:08:48,980 --> 00:08:53,120 
was an editorial that was very specifically 
 
164 
00:08:53,120 --> 00:08:56,870 



drawing a distinction between being at war with 
 
165 
00:08:56,870 --> 00:09:02,150 
Japan and Japanese Americans and that we were at 
 
166 
00:09:02,150 --> 00:09:08,350 
war with Japan, but not Japanese Americans. So 
 
167 
00:09:08,380 --> 00:09:13,150 
that really kind to me says that this community, 
 
168 
00:09:13,150 --> 00:09:18,100 
this community of Hollister valued their students, 
 
169 
00:09:19,330 --> 00:09:21,700 
at least at a very at the very least their 
 
170 
00:09:21,700 --> 00:09:24,880 
students. Well, so as a historian, I have to say, 
 
171 
00:09:24,880 --> 00:09:28,300 
well, so what it says to me is part of this 
 
172 
00:09:28,300 --> 00:09:31,650 
community valued the Japanese American presence. 
 
173 
00:09:31,840 --> 00:09:34,930 
It may also say that that part of the community 
 
174 
00:09:34,930 --> 00:09:36,970 
felt that it had to speak up because there was 
 
175 
00:09:36,970 --> 00:09:39,070 



another part of the community that was really not 
 
176 
00:09:39,070 --> 00:09:42,490 
so friendly. So I'm not sure exactly what it says, 
 
177 
00:09:42,490 --> 00:09:46,090 
except that there was some support for acting 
 
178 
00:09:46,090 --> 00:09:51,400 
humanely and fairly to U.S. citizens who happened 
 
179 
00:09:51,400 --> 00:09:55,630 
to be of a different ethnic descent. Exactly. And 
 
180 
00:09:55,890 --> 00:10:00,130 
whose who's many of whom had never been to Japan, 
 
181 
00:10:00,700 --> 00:10:02,850 
most of whom I mean, they were they were born here. 
 
182 
00:10:02,860 --> 00:10:04,570 
Most of them were born here. Most of the people 
 
183 
00:10:04,570 --> 00:10:07,840 
interned were born in the United States and U.S. 
 
184 
00:10:07,840 --> 00:10:15,070 
citizens. Wow. That's amazing. So the students 
 
185 
00:10:15,070 --> 00:10:18,280 
that were in just one more question about the 
 
186 
00:10:18,280 --> 00:10:21,700 



internment and gabbling or seminude or junior 
 
187 
00:10:21,700 --> 00:10:26,980 
college, how much lead time were they given before 
 
188 
00:10:26,980 --> 00:10:31,510 
they were asked to pack that one bag? Oh, boy. The 
 
189 
00:10:31,510 --> 00:10:35,740 
executive order was in February of 1942. And if I 
 
190 
00:10:35,740 --> 00:10:37,900 
remember right, I think it was February 19th, 
 
191 
00:10:37,900 --> 00:10:41,680 
although I believe it is check that date. And I 
 
192 
00:10:41,680 --> 00:10:44,350 
think they were packed up in March some time and 
 
193 
00:10:44,380 --> 00:10:46,060 
they didn't have a lot of time. There were stories 
 
194 
00:10:46,060 --> 00:10:49,360 
about people, you know, mothers and families 
 
195 
00:10:51,280 --> 00:10:54,130 
taking umbrage at the European American guys who 
 
196 
00:10:54,130 --> 00:10:56,050 
came prowling around saying, I'll give you a buck 
 
197 
00:10:56,050 --> 00:10:59,650 



for that, you know, priceless set of Japanese fine 
 
198 
00:10:59,650 --> 00:11:02,170 
Raku pottery that had been in the family for 100 
 
199 
00:11:02,170 --> 00:11:03,820 
years and that somebody had carried over from 
 
200 
00:11:03,820 --> 00:11:06,850 
Japan. And, you know, one of the stories I've 
 
201 
00:11:06,850 --> 00:11:09,340 
heard is that the mother in the house before their 
 
202 
00:11:09,340 --> 00:11:12,430 
very eyes smashed to pieces rather than let some 
 
203 
00:11:12,430 --> 00:11:14,620 
guy buy it for a dollar. I mean, that's the kind 
 
204 
00:11:14,620 --> 00:11:17,530 
of pride that people had. So people people were 
 
205 
00:11:17,530 --> 00:11:22,210 
kind of rushed. Yes. And and the the only what 
 
206 
00:11:22,210 --> 00:11:25,720 
they could carry, plus they needed to if I'm 
 
207 
00:11:26,290 --> 00:11:28,300 
remembering the order correctly, they needed to 
 
208 
00:11:28,300 --> 00:11:34,150 



make sure that they had cutlery and dinnerware and 
 
209 
00:11:34,150 --> 00:11:38,380 
any kind of clothes. It didn't. It's a really 
 
210 
00:11:38,380 --> 00:11:44,890 
interesting and horrifying chapter in history that 
 
211 
00:11:45,160 --> 00:11:50,410 
I've always thought must have impacted the 
 
212 
00:11:50,500 --> 00:11:56,880 
cemetery. No junior college. It did it did so that 
 
213 
00:11:56,890 --> 00:11:59,590 
the war, you know, think of World War two is this 
 
214 
00:11:59,590 --> 00:12:04,180 
big lumbering war machine that slowly, you know, 
 
215 
00:12:04,180 --> 00:12:07,900 
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, FDR tells 
 
216 
00:12:07,900 --> 00:12:09,820 
people the only thing we have to fear is fear 
 
217 
00:12:09,820 --> 00:12:11,590 
itself. And, you know, we're all going to put our 
 
218 
00:12:11,590 --> 00:12:14,830 
shoulders to the to the grindstone here. And but 
 
219 
00:12:14,830 --> 00:12:17,170 



he he warned people right from the beginning, this 
 
220 
00:12:17,170 --> 00:12:19,000 
is going to take this is not going to be a fast 
 
221 
00:12:19,000 --> 00:12:21,910 
war. It's going to take all of our productive 
 
222 
00:12:21,910 --> 00:12:24,190 
capabilities, which are not being realized right 
 
223 
00:12:24,190 --> 00:12:26,320 
now. So we have a lot of infrastructure to build 
 
224 
00:12:26,590 --> 00:12:28,150 
and then it's going to take a year or two of 
 
225 
00:12:28,150 --> 00:12:30,940 
production at full speed. And then we're going to 
 
226 
00:12:30,940 --> 00:12:33,970 
win the war because we're going to overwhelm the 
 
227 
00:12:33,970 --> 00:12:38,080 
axis powers with stuff which, you know, in a in a 
 
228 
00:12:38,080 --> 00:12:41,770 
in a short capsule summary. That is kind of what 
 
229 
00:12:41,770 --> 00:12:46,000 
happened in World War two. So it took a while. And 
 
230 
00:12:47,470 --> 00:12:50,470 



if you look at Samaniego Junior College, it took a 
 
231 
00:12:50,470 --> 00:12:53,290 
few years for the impacts to kind of be felt here, 
 
232 
00:12:53,290 --> 00:12:55,420 
too. So it's really a mirror of what's going on, 
 
233 
00:12:55,420 --> 00:12:58,450 
kind of in general. But one of the things that's 
 
234 
00:12:58,450 --> 00:13:00,340 
kind of notable is that for the first couple of 
 
235 
00:13:00,340 --> 00:13:03,370 
years, people didn't necessarily just drop 
 
236 
00:13:03,370 --> 00:13:05,800 
everything and go off to war. The graduating 
 
237 
00:13:05,800 --> 00:13:09,730 
classes stayed fairly large, but then they 
 
238 
00:13:09,730 --> 00:13:13,540 
precipitously dropped. By 1943, few, very few were 
 
239 
00:13:13,540 --> 00:13:16,330 
enrolling. Not many were graduating. So so the 
 
240 
00:13:16,330 --> 00:13:20,870 
first thing is enrollment lost big time. And it's 
 
241 
00:13:20,870 --> 00:13:23,030 



kind of eerie, you know, you're reading the 
 
242 
00:13:23,030 --> 00:13:28,340 
newspaper, I actually put aside a by spring of 43, 
 
243 
00:13:28,340 --> 00:13:32,030 
it says J.M. O'Donnell, who's a very important 
 
244 
00:13:32,030 --> 00:13:34,130 
figure in Hollister history in general, but he was 
 
245 
00:13:34,130 --> 00:13:36,290 
the board of trustees president. He said there 
 
246 
00:13:36,290 --> 00:13:38,930 
were 25 at San Benito Junior College that year. 
 
247 
00:13:38,930 --> 00:13:42,770 
There had 60 both parties. Yeah, I think that's 
 
248 
00:13:42,770 --> 00:13:45,440 
total. Yeah. So that's that's pretty big. His view 
 
249 
00:13:45,440 --> 00:13:47,630 
of the causes is interesting. The removal of 
 
250 
00:13:47,630 --> 00:13:49,700 
Japanese American students is the first that he 
 
251 
00:13:49,700 --> 00:13:52,160 
mentioned, although I don't know how many there 
 
252 
00:13:52,160 --> 00:13:54,100 



were, but it's the first thing he mentioned. And 
 
253 
00:13:54,110 --> 00:13:56,600 
Listman, of course, the lure of high wages and 
 
254 
00:13:56,600 --> 00:13:59,150 
wartime jobs and the relocation of whole families 
 
255 
00:13:59,150 --> 00:14:01,760 
closer to war industry jobs. And he said it's 
 
256 
00:14:01,760 --> 00:14:04,490 
going to get worse. And he was right. It did. They 
 
257 
00:14:04,490 --> 00:14:08,570 
got the classes got even smaller in 1945. So these 
 
258 
00:14:08,570 --> 00:14:11,570 
would be people who came in in 1943 and then took 
 
259 
00:14:11,570 --> 00:14:15,050 
their two years. There were three graduates. They 
 
260 
00:14:15,050 --> 00:14:20,750 
were all women. Wow. Now does this and again, 
 
261 
00:14:20,750 --> 00:14:23,510 
acknowledging that we don't have a lot of our 
 
262 
00:14:24,470 --> 00:14:27,680 
history because of the fire. Does this is this the 
 
263 
00:14:27,680 --> 00:14:30,870 



smallest class? There were a couple of classes 
 
264 
00:14:30,870 --> 00:14:33,800 
that only two graduated, but those were earlier, 
 
265 
00:14:33,810 --> 00:14:38,760 
yeah. And then in the 50s, Arrison so it was it 
 
266 
00:14:38,760 --> 00:14:40,530 
was down there, but it may not have been the very 
 
267 
00:14:40,530 --> 00:14:42,690 
smallest. Wow. That's hard to believe. 
 
268 
00:14:44,760 --> 00:14:50,040 
So what kind of wartime activity occurred in this 
 
269 
00:14:50,040 --> 00:14:55,260 
area? So you said the Naval Station and forward 
 
270 
00:14:55,740 --> 00:15:02,070 
and and and especially at the college, so that the 
 
271 
00:15:02,070 --> 00:15:06,210 
college, I think, tried to maintain its usual 
 
272 
00:15:06,690 --> 00:15:08,910 
schedule of classes and so forth. The war is going 
 
273 
00:15:08,910 --> 00:15:11,190 
to change that, too. But but the one thing that 
 
274 
00:15:11,190 --> 00:15:14,220 



they seem to really define as a role that they 
 
275 
00:15:14,220 --> 00:15:17,400 
could uniquely fill was to prepare people to do 
 
276 
00:15:17,400 --> 00:15:20,070 
better agricultural production. So they had 
 
277 
00:15:20,070 --> 00:15:22,830 
classes in agricultural form and ship. They had 
 
278 
00:15:22,830 --> 00:15:27,030 
classes in canning for the home canner because 
 
279 
00:15:27,030 --> 00:15:29,160 
that was. Oh, yes, kind of a lost skill. And 
 
280 
00:15:29,160 --> 00:15:31,110 
people really needed to carry their own fruits and 
 
281 
00:15:31,110 --> 00:15:33,600 
vegetables because stuff was not necessarily going 
 
282 
00:15:33,600 --> 00:15:35,970 
to be available. It was all going overseas. And 
 
283 
00:15:35,970 --> 00:15:39,570 
then the one that interested me a lot, they really 
 
284 
00:15:39,570 --> 00:15:43,230 
kind of explicitly marketed their evening adult 
 
285 
00:15:43,230 --> 00:15:46,160 



school. And and O'Donnell said it was a lifesaver. 
 
286 
00:15:46,380 --> 00:15:48,840 
So there was a tractor class, for example. And 
 
287 
00:15:48,840 --> 00:15:51,270 
this is this is how they recruited for the tractor 
 
288 
00:15:51,270 --> 00:15:54,420 
class, quote, A patriotic appeal is made to the 
 
289 
00:15:54,420 --> 00:15:57,390 
farmers of this community to attend this course so 
 
290 
00:15:57,390 --> 00:15:59,370 
that they will be better trained and more able to 
 
291 
00:15:59,370 --> 00:16:02,010 
keep their machinery in better shape in order to 
 
292 
00:16:02,010 --> 00:16:05,380 
produce more food in the Food for Freedom program. 
 
293 
00:16:06,030 --> 00:16:08,760 
So there's an explicit link. What you do on your 
 
294 
00:16:08,760 --> 00:16:12,300 
farm is going to help us win this war. And I think 
 
295 
00:16:12,300 --> 00:16:16,110 
it's a true link. Absolute well. And is this sort 
 
296 
00:16:16,110 --> 00:16:19,130 



of that whole idea of the home front? Yes. That 
 
297 
00:16:19,160 --> 00:16:23,700 
that being at home is still participating in the 
 
298 
00:16:23,700 --> 00:16:27,900 
war effort. Yes. And so when they offered a first 
 
299 
00:16:27,900 --> 00:16:31,530 
aid certification class, it I think it's hard for 
 
300 
00:16:31,530 --> 00:16:34,080 
us to understand. My mother helped me because she 
 
301 
00:16:34,080 --> 00:16:36,390 
communicated some of the fear. She was an early 
 
302 
00:16:36,390 --> 00:16:40,660 
teenager during this period. Japanese boats were 
 
303 
00:16:40,660 --> 00:16:44,650 
off the coast of California. You know, there they 
 
304 
00:16:44,650 --> 00:16:48,070 
they were flying overhead. The plane spotters, you 
 
305 
00:16:48,070 --> 00:16:51,100 
know, sometimes saw Japanese planes. So there was 
 
306 
00:16:51,100 --> 00:16:53,560 
a real fear that California would be bombed or 
 
307 
00:16:53,560 --> 00:16:56,680 



invaded. And especially at the beginning of the 
 
308 
00:16:56,680 --> 00:16:59,170 
war, before intelligence was very good and before 
 
309 
00:16:59,170 --> 00:17:01,360 
they had broken the codes. And, you know, after 
 
310 
00:17:01,360 --> 00:17:03,760 
what happened at Pearl Harbor, I think you can 
 
311 
00:17:03,760 --> 00:17:05,740 
kind of see why people were afraid. My mother was 
 
312 
00:17:05,740 --> 00:17:07,540 
terrified. You know, she went to bed every night 
 
313 
00:17:07,540 --> 00:17:12,760 
wondering if she was going to live. But so 250 
 
314 
00:17:12,760 --> 00:17:15,670 
students and community members showed up when the 
 
315 
00:17:15,670 --> 00:17:18,700 
college offered a Red Cross first aid 
 
316 
00:17:18,700 --> 00:17:22,870 
certification in Hollister, 250. That's a lot of 
 
317 
00:17:23,290 --> 00:17:25,450 
people. That's a lot of people. And I think that 
 
318 
00:17:25,450 --> 00:17:28,330 



gives you a sense of the kind of heightened 
 
319 
00:17:28,330 --> 00:17:30,760 
anxiety that people are feeling. I'd better learn 
 
320 
00:17:30,760 --> 00:17:33,220 
how to do this because I might have people, you 
 
321 
00:17:33,220 --> 00:17:36,610 
know, with shrapnel wounds and it is just how I 
 
322 
00:17:36,610 --> 00:17:40,810 
can help. Yeah, yeah, I. I believe there were also 
 
323 
00:17:41,860 --> 00:17:47,560 
events like bandage rolling. You mentioned in one 
 
324 
00:17:47,560 --> 00:17:50,980 
of the newspapers. Didn't I think of that as a 
 
325 
00:17:50,980 --> 00:17:54,400 
World War One thing, but it could well have been. 
 
326 
00:17:54,400 --> 00:17:56,950 
Yeah, there was so many things you could do. A lot 
 
327 
00:17:56,950 --> 00:18:02,350 
of the contributions in World War Two were food, 
 
328 
00:18:02,350 --> 00:18:06,370 
like taking some pressure off the food system. And 
 
329 
00:18:06,370 --> 00:18:09,490 



then this is a whole other part of the history 
 
330 
00:18:09,490 --> 00:18:11,350 
that's not really specific to San Bernardino 
 
331 
00:18:11,350 --> 00:18:13,660 
County. But they wanted people to say foil. And my 
 
332 
00:18:13,660 --> 00:18:15,640 
mother grew up thinking that her foil was going to 
 
333 
00:18:15,640 --> 00:18:18,310 
become part of a plane and she was absolutely 
 
334 
00:18:18,310 --> 00:18:20,050 
wrong. It had nothing to do with that. But they 
 
335 
00:18:20,050 --> 00:18:22,210 
didn't want to tell you what the foil was really 
 
336 
00:18:22,210 --> 00:18:25,450 
for. And we know now that there was a microwave 
 
337 
00:18:25,450 --> 00:18:28,420 
lab that was desperately trying to figure out how 
 
338 
00:18:28,420 --> 00:18:31,270 
to keep the Germans from finding and shooting down 
 
339 
00:18:31,270 --> 00:18:34,360 
allied planes because the Germans were inflicting 
 
340 
00:18:34,360 --> 00:18:37,990 



terrible damage on Britain bombing, you know, the 
 
341 
00:18:37,990 --> 00:18:40,840 
blitz against London. It was just terrible. But 
 
342 
00:18:41,140 --> 00:18:43,600 
when the allied placement planes went to Germany, 
 
343 
00:18:43,600 --> 00:18:46,240 
the Germans had a very good radar system that 
 
344 
00:18:46,240 --> 00:18:47,950 
could triangulate and they could shoot a plane 
 
345 
00:18:47,950 --> 00:18:50,470 
down like that. So the first couple of years of 
 
346 
00:18:50,500 --> 00:18:52,750 
the war, the whole British Air Force, basically 
 
347 
00:18:52,750 --> 00:18:55,510 
not not every plane, but a lot of planes were 
 
348 
00:18:55,510 --> 00:18:58,300 
wiped out, which is one reason why the U.S. took a 
 
349 
00:18:58,300 --> 00:19:00,280 
while to kind of start filling that gap. You have 
 
350 
00:19:00,280 --> 00:19:03,970 
to kind of slowly ramp up. But the foil they 
 
351 
00:19:03,970 --> 00:19:07,420 



discovered, if you drop drop a bunch of foil, they 
 
352 
00:19:07,420 --> 00:19:10,450 
can't find you on the radar, you know, so that 
 
353 
00:19:10,480 --> 00:19:13,150 
they were dropping foil out of the chaff, almost. 
 
354 
00:19:13,180 --> 00:19:15,970 
It was chaff that screwed up their radar. And 
 
355 
00:19:15,970 --> 00:19:18,940 
that's that's the only reason the allied bombers 
 
356 
00:19:18,940 --> 00:19:21,520 
begin to have successes. And then they punished 
 
357 
00:19:21,760 --> 00:19:25,360 
Germany unmercifully. But it's the beginning. And 
 
358 
00:19:25,360 --> 00:19:27,880 
those those labs that kind of figure that out, 
 
359 
00:19:28,180 --> 00:19:30,340 
that's the beginning of Silicon Valley. But that's 
 
360 
00:19:30,340 --> 00:19:33,970 
a whole other story. Yes. Yes. But I, I, I did not 
 
361 
00:19:33,970 --> 00:19:38,260 
know that. That's why my grandmother I, I believe 
 
362 
00:19:38,260 --> 00:19:45,070 



she still was saving foil until the end. So what 
 
363 
00:19:45,070 --> 00:19:52,390 
opportunities were created around this in this 
 
364 
00:19:52,390 --> 00:19:56,830 
area. So I, I hate in some ways to talk about 
 
365 
00:19:56,830 --> 00:20:00,740 
going to war as an opportunity. Well exactly. And 
 
366 
00:20:00,750 --> 00:20:05,020 
yet we were just speaking earlier about how it 
 
367 
00:20:05,020 --> 00:20:09,040 
really is kind of how the country dug its way out 
 
368 
00:20:09,040 --> 00:20:13,540 
of the depression it for young men. I mean, I 
 
369 
00:20:13,540 --> 00:20:15,760 
think we have to talk first about the young men 
 
370 
00:20:15,760 --> 00:20:20,110 
who either enlisted or were mobilized. And, you 
 
371 
00:20:20,110 --> 00:20:22,030 
know, for some of them was an opportunity. All 
 
372 
00:20:22,030 --> 00:20:24,490 
right. You know, they died. That's that's a pretty 
 
373 
00:20:24,490 --> 00:20:27,460 



dark opportunity. But but many men, to be fair, 
 
374 
00:20:27,460 --> 00:20:32,470 
like my uncle had deep, profound coming of age 
 
375 
00:20:32,470 --> 00:20:35,740 
experiences, tested themselves, found out who they 
 
376 
00:20:35,740 --> 00:20:41,260 
really were and came back to live productive lives, 
 
377 
00:20:41,260 --> 00:20:45,610 
very much influenced by what they had seen. So so, 
 
378 
00:20:45,760 --> 00:20:48,250 
you know, for some people, that's what the war 
 
379 
00:20:48,250 --> 00:20:50,410 
experiences. And then other people get shot the 
 
380 
00:20:50,410 --> 00:20:52,120 
first time around. I mean, you know, it's 
 
381 
00:20:52,370 --> 00:20:55,240 
opportunity. It's yeah. I mean, it's kind of a I 
 
382 
00:20:55,570 --> 00:20:58,510 
I'm thinking of Yossarian and Catch 22 and, you 
 
383 
00:20:58,510 --> 00:21:01,330 
know, kind of the the irony of of presenting it. 
 
384 
00:21:01,330 --> 00:21:05,650 



But but it was a way a lot I mean, young men have 
 
385 
00:21:05,650 --> 00:21:08,140 
the advantage of not being old men and knowing 
 
386 
00:21:08,140 --> 00:21:09,880 
what it's going to be like and being able to look 
 
387 
00:21:09,880 --> 00:21:12,970 
back. So so people were excited. They got to see 
 
388 
00:21:12,970 --> 00:21:16,180 
the world. They got specialized training. One of 
 
389 
00:21:16,180 --> 00:21:20,650 
my informants, Elwood Dryden, was very close to 
 
390 
00:21:20,650 --> 00:21:24,520 
the Souji Oka family, the Japanese American family 
 
391 
00:21:24,520 --> 00:21:27,760 
that also farmed apricots next door to their 
 
392 
00:21:27,760 --> 00:21:31,570 
apricot farm. And this family saw internment 
 
393 
00:21:31,570 --> 00:21:35,410 
coming and voluntarily left the area before 
 
394 
00:21:35,410 --> 00:21:38,380 
internment happened and went to the Denver area. 
 
395 
00:21:38,380 --> 00:21:41,380 



And there's a. Telescope, UC Berkeley photograph 
 
396 
00:21:41,380 --> 00:21:44,620 
of Kansas Fujioka, who apparently was a really 
 
397 
00:21:44,620 --> 00:21:48,100 
talented machinist doing precision machining for 
 
398 
00:21:48,100 --> 00:21:51,460 
the war in a war industry job, and he later went 
 
399 
00:21:51,460 --> 00:21:53,710 
on to become a physician and an anesthesiologist. 
 
400 
00:21:53,710 --> 00:21:56,320 
So so it did provide some opportunities for some 
 
401 
00:21:56,320 --> 00:21:59,950 
people. Yes, no doubt about it. Some men for women, 
 
402 
00:22:00,700 --> 00:22:03,700 
whole world opened up. So here's Norma Trevino, 
 
403 
00:22:03,700 --> 00:22:06,310 
who we heard from last time, her incredibly hard 
 
404 
00:22:06,310 --> 00:22:09,550 
working childhood. She always wanted to be a nurse 
 
405 
00:22:10,270 --> 00:22:13,650 
and they didn't see much way for her to be a nurse. 
 
406 
00:22:13,840 --> 00:22:16,090 



The college didn't have nursing training at that 
 
407 
00:22:16,090 --> 00:22:19,780 
time and it was expensive. And nursing is really, 
 
408 
00:22:19,870 --> 00:22:22,390 
you know, kind of a high status job for an 
 
409 
00:22:22,390 --> 00:22:26,440 
immigrant to to aspire to, I guess. So she had a 
 
410 
00:22:26,440 --> 00:22:28,630 
remarkable mother, though, and her mother knew she 
 
411 
00:22:28,630 --> 00:22:30,460 
wanted to be a nurse. So her mother said to her 
 
412 
00:22:30,460 --> 00:22:33,940 
when she graduated from high school, look, you 
 
413 
00:22:33,940 --> 00:22:36,430 
know, you can be a nurse if you go to O'Connor 
 
414 
00:22:36,430 --> 00:22:38,740 
Hospital in San Jose. They had a nurse training 
 
415 
00:22:38,740 --> 00:22:41,260 
program that was a residential program. It was 
 
416 
00:22:41,260 --> 00:22:45,010 
three years, she said, will find the money somehow. 
 
417 
00:22:45,400 --> 00:22:48,790 



But do your first year at San Benito Junior 
 
418 
00:22:48,790 --> 00:22:51,190 
College, you can live at home. So Norma walked to 
 
419 
00:22:51,190 --> 00:22:54,790 
school. She was an incredibly hard worker and she 
 
420 
00:22:54,790 --> 00:22:58,150 
remembers small classes, good teaching, had no 
 
421 
00:22:58,150 --> 00:23:00,430 
interest in extracurricular activities, had to be 
 
422 
00:23:00,430 --> 00:23:02,560 
home doing stuff on the farm. She had several 
 
423 
00:23:02,560 --> 00:23:04,900 
younger brothers and sisters. She had to make sure 
 
424 
00:23:04,900 --> 00:23:07,870 
they were, you know, toeing the line. So she 
 
425 
00:23:07,870 --> 00:23:11,290 
worked very hard. And then she was accepted into 
 
426 
00:23:11,290 --> 00:23:14,050 
the O'Connor program, although not without 
 
427 
00:23:14,050 --> 00:23:17,110 
reservations. Let's listen to her tell about how 
 
428 
00:23:17,110 --> 00:23:20,140 



she got in and how she survived that program. I 
 
429 
00:23:20,140 --> 00:23:23,080 
wanted to tell you want to become a nurse, but I 
 
430 
00:23:23,080 --> 00:23:28,300 
didn't have any money. So this is why I went to 
 
431 
00:23:28,300 --> 00:23:32,170 
Sabaneta Junior College, because I could walk 
 
432 
00:23:32,170 --> 00:23:36,640 
there. Didn't cost me any money that I was able to 
 
433 
00:23:38,020 --> 00:23:41,470 
have a better selection of. 
 
434 
00:23:44,340 --> 00:23:49,810 
Studies, you took classes at Gavilan at Sabbatino 
 
435 
00:23:49,830 --> 00:23:52,290 
Junior College while I was waiting to earn a 
 
436 
00:23:52,290 --> 00:23:55,740 
little money. Were you able to work off the farm 
 
437 
00:23:55,740 --> 00:23:58,770 
to earn some money? No, they're farmers farm. OK, 
 
438 
00:23:58,780 --> 00:24:02,870 
so you worked on other farms. I was very good at 
 
439 
00:24:02,870 --> 00:24:06,910 



it. What kind of work was it? A dig and grass from 
 
440 
00:24:06,950 --> 00:24:13,020 
around trees. Picking up brush, burning the brush 
 
441 
00:24:13,020 --> 00:24:17,880 
after dinner until nine o'clock at night, I'd hear 
 
442 
00:24:17,880 --> 00:24:20,670 
my mother holler at me, Norman, it's time to come 
 
443 
00:24:20,670 --> 00:24:23,880 
home. I'd be maybe a half a mile away, I could 
 
444 
00:24:23,880 --> 00:24:29,870 
hear. What did they pay you? I don't remember. I 
 
445 
00:24:29,870 --> 00:24:34,790 
saved all that money. So then when you wanted to 
 
446 
00:24:34,790 --> 00:24:38,090 
go to the Santa Clara Hospital program, did you 
 
447 
00:24:38,090 --> 00:24:41,420 
have to apply? You moved up there? No, my mother. 
 
448 
00:24:42,890 --> 00:24:48,620 
We had a Studebaker touring car and she took me up 
 
449 
00:24:48,620 --> 00:24:55,370 
there and she talked with Miss Meikle and she 
 
450 
00:24:55,370 --> 00:24:58,640 



talked to Miss Makler. Miss, because, well, she's 
 
451 
00:24:58,640 --> 00:25:02,240 
from the farm. I don't think she's going to make 
 
452 
00:25:02,360 --> 00:25:06,500 
it. But if she has the seventy dollars, we'll take 
 
453 
00:25:06,500 --> 00:25:11,120 
her on six months probation. And my mother says 
 
454 
00:25:11,120 --> 00:25:15,890 
that I'm sure my my mother was always positive. 
 
455 
00:25:16,190 --> 00:25:20,280 
She was always backing you up. I could always 
 
456 
00:25:20,280 --> 00:25:25,860 
depend upon my mother and she talked to Miss Maiko, 
 
457 
00:25:25,860 --> 00:25:27,870 
she said, you know, my daughter is very 
 
458 
00:25:27,870 --> 00:25:33,840 
responsible, she's well trained, she knows how to 
 
459 
00:25:33,840 --> 00:25:40,170 
do things. Today, I have a different name for what 
 
460 
00:25:40,170 --> 00:25:46,710 
I did. She taught us, I think, anticipatory 
 
461 
00:25:46,710 --> 00:25:52,290 



service. Explain what you mean, that you know 
 
462 
00:25:52,290 --> 00:25:55,890 
what's going on around you and you know, the next 
 
463 
00:25:55,890 --> 00:25:59,490 
step or how to do something even better. You're 
 
464 
00:25:59,490 --> 00:26:03,820 
thinking ahead. Yes. Yes. And that helped me a lot 
 
465 
00:26:03,820 --> 00:26:07,330 
of nurses training. Anyway, I made it through the 
 
466 
00:26:07,330 --> 00:26:10,080 
six months. And. 
 
467 
00:26:12,600 --> 00:26:15,690 
Of course, I'm always in need of money. My 
 
468 
00:26:15,690 --> 00:26:19,590 
grandparents at that time had Italian restaurant 
 
469 
00:26:20,070 --> 00:26:24,420 
in Santa Fe and sometimes on Saturday or Sunday I 
 
470 
00:26:24,420 --> 00:26:27,570 
would work for them and they'd give me a dollar. 
 
471 
00:26:27,570 --> 00:26:30,990 
Fifty cents. You got off at midnight from the 
 
472 
00:26:30,990 --> 00:26:33,800 



packing shed job and then you rode your bike back. 
 
473 
00:26:34,080 --> 00:26:41,370 
And my roommate DNA, she had read all the required 
 
474 
00:26:41,370 --> 00:26:45,360 
readings and what she would do. She compiled it 
 
475 
00:26:45,360 --> 00:26:50,280 
for me in writing and then we stayed up. I 
 
476 
00:26:50,280 --> 00:26:54,050 
couldn't turn the lights on and nothing because so 
 
477 
00:26:54,810 --> 00:26:59,640 
Mrs. Sheels, the house attendant there, wouldn't 
 
478 
00:26:59,640 --> 00:27:04,350 
allow it. So in the dark, she with the flashlight, 
 
479 
00:27:04,890 --> 00:27:08,210 
she told me what she had read and she gave me 
 
480 
00:27:08,220 --> 00:27:13,410 
little notes. So in the afternoon I could pick up 
 
481 
00:27:13,410 --> 00:27:17,520 
on the reading and know what was going on. So she 
 
482 
00:27:17,520 --> 00:27:21,890 
helped me get through nurses training. I think her 
 
483 
00:27:21,890 --> 00:27:25,850 



story really illustrates a lot of things about the 
 
484 
00:27:25,850 --> 00:27:31,680 
spirit people. Had during World War Two, she 
 
485 
00:27:31,680 --> 00:27:35,250 
worked her tail off, she was determined she had a 
 
486 
00:27:35,250 --> 00:27:37,620 
can do spirit and I think people were really 
 
487 
00:27:37,620 --> 00:27:41,010 
inspired. And the kind of idea was, you know, if 
 
488 
00:27:41,010 --> 00:27:45,810 
my brother can go over and risk his life, then I 
 
489 
00:27:45,810 --> 00:27:48,960 
can stay up past midnight studying and working in 
 
490 
00:27:48,960 --> 00:27:51,720 
the cannery to become a nurse so that I can serve 
 
491 
00:27:51,720 --> 00:27:55,050 
people like him. And I. I have to say, I'm honored 
 
492 
00:27:55,050 --> 00:27:57,660 
to inhabit the same planet as people like Norma 
 
493 
00:27:57,660 --> 00:28:00,930 
Trevino. She also I want her to tell the story of 
 
494 
00:28:00,930 --> 00:28:04,380 



what happened when she, at the age of 25, was an 
 
495 
00:28:04,380 --> 00:28:06,810 
administrator at the Western Regional Amputation 
 
496 
00:28:06,810 --> 00:28:09,420 
Center in Brigham, Utah. And there was a German 
 
497 
00:28:09,420 --> 00:28:12,930 
POW camp nearby and there was a German soldier who 
 
498 
00:28:13,200 --> 00:28:16,470 
needed an operation. And I want people to hear how 
 
499 
00:28:16,470 --> 00:28:19,500 
she advocated for this guy. So let's listen to 
 
500 
00:28:19,500 --> 00:28:26,280 
that story to. One day I saw on my list of what to 
 
501 
00:28:26,280 --> 00:28:31,530 
do today was a German war prisoner appendectomy. I 
 
502 
00:28:31,530 --> 00:28:36,210 
said, Oh, I said, I better be careful here what 
 
503 
00:28:36,210 --> 00:28:39,750 
you're doing, Norma, knowing how some of these 
 
504 
00:28:40,320 --> 00:28:45,480 
Army personnel think of German war prisoners, I 
 
505 
00:28:45,480 --> 00:28:48,660 



think I'll give the damn anesthetic myself to make 
 
506 
00:28:48,660 --> 00:28:51,510 
sure nothing happens. So you were afraid somebody 
 
507 
00:28:51,510 --> 00:28:54,630 
would give him enough to kill him? That crossed my 
 
508 
00:28:54,630 --> 00:28:59,180 
mind. Yeah, I wouldn't be sorry about that. No, I 
 
509 
00:28:59,190 --> 00:29:04,950 
think you. I said anyway, they they rolled them in 
 
510 
00:29:04,950 --> 00:29:09,720 
and I stood there. I had a German interpreter 
 
511 
00:29:09,720 --> 00:29:13,570 
there and two guards with loaded guns. And here we 
 
512 
00:29:13,890 --> 00:29:16,650 
wheeled him into the operating room and I gave the 
 
513 
00:29:16,650 --> 00:29:21,570 
anesthetic. And then I saw that he got back to the 
 
514 
00:29:22,560 --> 00:29:26,670 
brig. They called it, I guess. And then the next 
 
515 
00:29:26,670 --> 00:29:33,060 
day I went to the brig. This was a scream. I go in 
 
516 
00:29:33,060 --> 00:29:38,160 



there in my nurse's outfit. And here the sergeant 
 
517 
00:29:38,160 --> 00:29:41,160 
came. I rang the bell. The sergeant came and said, 
 
518 
00:29:41,160 --> 00:29:43,440 
What do you want, Lieutenant? I said, I want to 
 
519 
00:29:43,440 --> 00:29:46,710 
see my patient. Oh, you can't do that. He said, we 
 
520 
00:29:46,710 --> 00:29:50,730 
don't allow that. I said, listen, I'm here and I'm 
 
521 
00:29:50,730 --> 00:29:54,150 
going to see him over my dead body. And he said, 
 
522 
00:29:54,150 --> 00:29:56,340 
well, I guess you're going to have a dead body on 
 
523 
00:29:56,340 --> 00:29:58,920 
your hands because we don't allow this type of 
 
524 
00:29:58,920 --> 00:30:04,110 
thing. I said, Sergeant, look at him. I said, Have 
 
525 
00:30:04,110 --> 00:30:07,770 
you ever heard of the Geneva Convention? Oh, you 
 
526 
00:30:07,770 --> 00:30:09,470 
said, oh, shit. He said 
 
527 
00:30:13,020 --> 00:30:17,880 



I said, I go to see this patient regardless. He 
 
528 
00:30:17,880 --> 00:30:21,120 
said, I'll get the major. You outrank this guy 
 
529 
00:30:21,120 --> 00:30:25,500 
anyway, didn't you? Yes, but that's OK. We're in a 
 
530 
00:30:25,500 --> 00:30:30,090 
different position anyway. He said I'll get the 
 
531 
00:30:30,090 --> 00:30:34,170 
major. So the major was he came there is a very 
 
532 
00:30:34,170 --> 00:30:38,220 
nice, calm guy. He said, can I help you? And I 
 
533 
00:30:38,220 --> 00:30:42,630 
said, yes. I said, you know, I said, I'm in charge 
 
534 
00:30:42,630 --> 00:30:46,410 
at the surgical and the anesthesia department here. 
 
535 
00:30:46,920 --> 00:30:51,690 
And I said I took the liberty of administering 
 
536 
00:30:51,690 --> 00:30:54,780 
this anesthetic to this fine young 
 
537 
00:30:56,880 --> 00:31:04,080 
German prisoner. And I said, I usually when I give 
 
538 
00:31:04,080 --> 00:31:07,500 



an anesthetic, I like to see the patient the next 
 
539 
00:31:07,500 --> 00:31:12,660 
day, take a temperature and heart rate and blood 
 
540 
00:31:12,660 --> 00:31:19,350 
pressure and give him some information to sustain 
 
541 
00:31:19,350 --> 00:31:24,360 
his probability of getting well. And he said, well, 
 
542 
00:31:24,360 --> 00:31:30,270 
come on now, I'm in the locked cage. He barked a 
 
543 
00:31:30,270 --> 00:31:35,070 
few orders. Here comes four men with guns and a 
 
544 
00:31:35,070 --> 00:31:39,300 
German interpreter. They unlock this room about as 
 
545 
00:31:39,300 --> 00:31:44,400 
big as this room. All this could be sixty feet, 
 
546 
00:31:44,430 --> 00:31:50,070 
huge with men and little cots, just barely. And 
 
547 
00:31:50,070 --> 00:31:53,790 
they barked orders to them. Everybody get in their 
 
548 
00:31:53,790 --> 00:31:58,370 
car and do like this. And if your hands came down, 
 
549 
00:31:58,380 --> 00:32:02,070 



you'd be shot without question. They were afraid 
 
550 
00:32:02,070 --> 00:32:05,850 
of a riot. Anyway, I go in this cage with all 
 
551 
00:32:05,850 --> 00:32:12,960 
these people and the four guards clip their guns 
 
552 
00:32:13,380 --> 00:32:17,820 
where they put a bullet in the chamber. So the 
 
553 
00:32:17,820 --> 00:32:21,390 
German war prisoners knew that they weren't 
 
554 
00:32:21,390 --> 00:32:25,440 
fooling. So then I walked. Unfortunately, he had 
 
555 
00:32:25,440 --> 00:32:27,960 
to be at the end of the room and I knelt down 
 
556 
00:32:27,960 --> 00:32:31,470 
there because they were just a little cards in 
 
557 
00:32:31,530 --> 00:32:36,990 
canvas cot, no beds. And through the interpreter, 
 
558 
00:32:36,990 --> 00:32:40,710 
I told him I gave him the anesthetic yesterday and 
 
559 
00:32:40,710 --> 00:32:45,300 
he did quite well. And I was proud of him going 
 
560 
00:32:45,300 --> 00:32:51,540 



through this alone alone. By this time, I had my 
 
561 
00:32:51,810 --> 00:32:54,440 
hands on his shoulder because I know he wasn't 
 
562 
00:32:54,450 --> 00:32:59,010 
more than 16 years old. And the guard should hurry 
 
563 
00:32:59,010 --> 00:33:03,690 
up. Lieutenant, I said, I'm hurrying. And then I 
 
564 
00:33:03,690 --> 00:33:06,990 
talk to the interpreter. I said, no, he doesn't 
 
565 
00:33:06,990 --> 00:33:10,620 
have a fever. But if you check his forehead and he 
 
566 
00:33:10,620 --> 00:33:13,660 
gets a fever, I want you to report it right away. 
 
567 
00:33:14,010 --> 00:33:18,030 
I said, I can't come back. This is extenuating 
 
568 
00:33:18,030 --> 00:33:22,030 
circumstances only because I'm forcing the issue. 
 
569 
00:33:22,980 --> 00:33:26,580 
I said I can't stay here much longer, otherwise 
 
570 
00:33:26,580 --> 00:33:30,570 
the guards will be after me. And they're very 
 
571 
00:33:30,570 --> 00:33:35,070 



apprehensive being here with me. And I was told if 
 
572 
00:33:35,070 --> 00:33:38,800 
anything happened, I was to drop to the ground 
 
573 
00:33:38,800 --> 00:33:40,410 
that somebody dropped. 
 
574 
00:33:46,290 --> 00:33:49,110 
I tell you, I've had such a wonderful life, you 
 
575 
00:33:49,350 --> 00:33:49,620 
know. 
 
576 
00:33:53,610 --> 00:33:56,580 
So during this time, what did the college do to 
 
577 
00:33:56,580 --> 00:34:02,460 
survive? The college hung on, I think that's the 
 
578 
00:34:02,460 --> 00:34:05,670 
most that can be said, I think they looked ahead 
 
579 
00:34:05,670 --> 00:34:10,680 
and by 1944, 1945, Dean Bauman, who I mentioned 
 
580 
00:34:10,680 --> 00:34:16,290 
before, was going to conferences where Dodd and 
 
581 
00:34:16,290 --> 00:34:19,770 
other federal officials were encouraging people to 
 
582 
00:34:19,770 --> 00:34:21,930 



start retooling their curriculums so that they 
 
583 
00:34:21,930 --> 00:34:25,710 
could be ready for an influx of veterans after the 
 
584 
00:34:25,710 --> 00:34:28,770 
war. But so they did night school. They offered 
 
585 
00:34:28,770 --> 00:34:32,460 
night school that saved them. They hung on, even 
 
586 
00:34:32,460 --> 00:34:35,400 
though they were very small. And I think they 
 
587 
00:34:35,400 --> 00:34:37,440 
waited for the veterans to come back. I mean, I 
 
588 
00:34:37,440 --> 00:34:39,390 
think that's a pretty simple answer about what 
 
589 
00:34:39,390 --> 00:34:42,810 
they did. There's a there's a long history of. 
 
590 
00:34:45,260 --> 00:34:49,370 
Making spaces for the veterans here at Gavilan 
 
591 
00:34:49,370 --> 00:34:54,830 
College, again, when you get to the 60s and when 
 
592 
00:34:54,830 --> 00:35:01,130 
you get to the 90s and that they being able to 
 
593 
00:35:01,130 --> 00:35:04,400 



serve that population seems to have been a very 
 
594 
00:35:04,400 --> 00:35:08,510 
big part of the mission of Gavilan College. What 
 
595 
00:35:08,510 --> 00:35:10,970 
was the mission of San Benito College? And I think 
 
596 
00:35:10,970 --> 00:35:13,010 
it was people's personal mission to. Let me let me 
 
597 
00:35:13,010 --> 00:35:16,070 
tell you about Muriel Winter Bress, who grew up on 
 
598 
00:35:16,070 --> 00:35:18,560 
the Tuttle Dairy Farm, which a lot of local people 
 
599 
00:35:18,560 --> 00:35:21,260 
know about. It was out on Fraser Lake Road well 
 
600 
00:35:21,260 --> 00:35:25,880 
into, you know, when I was in this area and she 
 
601 
00:35:25,880 --> 00:35:28,520 
went to the college for a year, but she lived out 
 
602 
00:35:28,520 --> 00:35:30,980 
in the country. So she had to ride the bus and she 
 
603 
00:35:30,980 --> 00:35:33,200 
got very attached to the bus driver and her 
 
604 
00:35:33,200 --> 00:35:35,960 



parents became concerned. He was handsome and they 
 
605 
00:35:35,990 --> 00:35:39,410 
didn't want that to happen. So they kind of picked 
 
606 
00:35:39,410 --> 00:35:42,410 
her up and put her into classes at San Jose 
 
607 
00:35:42,620 --> 00:35:46,490 
College. So she hated it. There was she was very 
 
608 
00:35:46,490 --> 00:35:50,690 
social. She loved friends and laughter and boys 
 
609 
00:35:50,690 --> 00:35:53,870 
and and there was a seven to one ratio, seven 
 
610 
00:35:53,870 --> 00:35:56,780 
women for every man at San Jose College at that 
 
611 
00:35:56,780 --> 00:35:59,120 
time. And she couldn't stand it. So she came home 
 
612 
00:35:59,120 --> 00:36:03,230 
to work. And what she did, what she did to serve 
 
613 
00:36:03,230 --> 00:36:06,740 
is what she was most able to do. She's a young 
 
614 
00:36:06,740 --> 00:36:09,910 
pretty woman and she went every Thursday night. 
 
615 
00:36:09,920 --> 00:36:11,600 



Well, I'll let her tell the story. She went on 
 
616 
00:36:11,600 --> 00:36:15,080 
Thursday nights and you'll hear what she did. Well, 
 
617 
00:36:15,080 --> 00:36:17,240 
this was the middle of the war and there were many 
 
618 
00:36:17,240 --> 00:36:21,820 
men on campus. It was eight to eight to one. Yeah. 
 
619 
00:36:22,100 --> 00:36:25,730 
So your social life was probably just with women 
 
620 
00:36:25,730 --> 00:36:32,770 
friends? Oh, yes. Oh, no. Actually, it was with us. 
 
621 
00:36:32,780 --> 00:36:36,230 
Oh, OK. You were part of the USO. You had a thing 
 
622 
00:36:36,320 --> 00:36:39,320 
for us to talk about that. Oh, good for you. Well, 
 
623 
00:36:40,020 --> 00:36:42,560 
singing that had nothing to do with it. I went to 
 
624 
00:36:42,560 --> 00:36:49,050 
the dances and it was it was advertised and the 
 
625 
00:36:49,070 --> 00:36:52,910 
college was going to be in such and such on that 
 
626 
00:36:52,910 --> 00:36:57,890 



evening. And you run into sometimes you'd run into 
 
627 
00:36:57,890 --> 00:37:02,540 
the same guys that you'd seen or whatever had 
 
628 
00:37:02,540 --> 00:37:08,510 
happened four days ago or, you know, it was. 
 
629 
00:37:11,370 --> 00:37:12,660 
It was a good time. 
 
630 
00:37:15,240 --> 00:37:19,020 
So these were chaperone dances. Yes, with guys who 
 
631 
00:37:19,020 --> 00:37:22,120 
might be stationed nearby. They were stationed out. 
 
632 
00:37:22,500 --> 00:37:26,670 
I think I know they were stationed at Santa Clara 
 
633 
00:37:26,670 --> 00:37:32,790 
University, but, oh, Moffett Field, I think, and, 
 
634 
00:37:33,540 --> 00:37:37,170 
you know, nearby. So that was Merial 
 
635 
00:37:37,170 --> 00:37:39,870 
Winterbottom's contribution to the war effort. And 
 
636 
00:37:39,870 --> 00:37:41,430 
I think it was a great one. I love it. 
 
637 
00:37:43,830 --> 00:37:48,180 



What happened, so once people started coming home 
 
638 
00:37:48,180 --> 00:37:52,500 
and the war was over, what happened after the war 
 
639 
00:37:52,510 --> 00:37:56,550 
here in this area and again at somebody or junior 
 
640 
00:37:56,550 --> 00:37:59,010 
college, I wish I had better information. A lot of 
 
641 
00:37:59,010 --> 00:38:01,770 
veterans came, that's for sure. It worked the way 
 
642 
00:38:01,770 --> 00:38:04,890 
that it was supposed to. I don't have numbers. I 
 
643 
00:38:04,890 --> 00:38:09,420 
don't have enrollment figures. But I do have John 
 
644 
00:38:09,420 --> 00:38:14,100 
Roscoe Stevens, who enrolled in 1948, didn't stay 
 
645 
00:38:14,100 --> 00:38:16,350 
very long, but he did go out for football. And he 
 
646 
00:38:16,350 --> 00:38:19,770 
told a very interesting story. He was only 140 
 
647 
00:38:19,770 --> 00:38:23,940 
pounds. And Andy, who who's a well-known figure in 
 
648 
00:38:23,940 --> 00:38:26,340 



Hollister history, was the coach. And after a 
 
649 
00:38:26,340 --> 00:38:28,500 
couple of days of practice, coach and told him, go 
 
650 
00:38:28,500 --> 00:38:31,980 
home, you know, because these big monster veterans 
 
651 
00:38:31,980 --> 00:38:33,870 
were, you know, on the football team, he was 
 
652 
00:38:33,870 --> 00:38:35,820 
getting beat up all the time. There were a lot of 
 
653 
00:38:35,820 --> 00:38:38,460 
vets. They were serious about school. They were 
 
654 
00:38:38,460 --> 00:38:41,460 
serious about some. I think outlet football was a 
 
655 
00:38:41,460 --> 00:38:45,000 
good outlet for, you know, whatever tormented them. 
 
656 
00:38:45,000 --> 00:38:49,080 
And under the GI Bill, lots of them came. And 
 
657 
00:38:49,080 --> 00:38:51,600 
California explicitly made a commitment to equal 
 
658 
00:38:51,600 --> 00:38:55,440 
opportunity because it wasn't just European 
 
659 
00:38:55,440 --> 00:38:58,110 



American men who fought for the United States in 
 
660 
00:38:58,110 --> 00:39:01,320 
this war. So California explicitly committed 
 
661 
00:39:01,320 --> 00:39:05,580 
itself to opening colleges to all sorts of people. 
 
662 
00:39:05,850 --> 00:39:08,910 
And then it put some money where where it's, you 
 
663 
00:39:08,910 --> 00:39:11,160 
know, where its principles were. And it created an 
 
664 
00:39:11,160 --> 00:39:14,370 
equalization board for community or junior 
 
665 
00:39:14,370 --> 00:39:18,780 
colleges so that there would be some funding 
 
666 
00:39:19,470 --> 00:39:25,560 
stability and also kind of parity. So that was the 
 
667 
00:39:25,560 --> 00:39:27,990 
Salvation Army. I'm not sure how much longer the 
 
668 
00:39:27,990 --> 00:39:31,830 
college could really have held on. Wow. So what 
 
669 
00:39:31,830 --> 00:39:35,610 
impact did the war have on the students? Not just 
 
670 
00:39:35,940 --> 00:39:39,240 



the returning veterans, of course, but the 
 
671 
00:39:39,240 --> 00:39:43,230 
students who were part of the home front? I, I 
 
672 
00:39:43,230 --> 00:39:45,930 
think I mean, there's some information I have 
 
673 
00:39:45,930 --> 00:39:47,850 
evidence of and then there's some that I'm kind of 
 
674 
00:39:47,850 --> 00:39:49,740 
reading between lines. And then I think of my own 
 
675 
00:39:49,740 --> 00:39:52,770 
family. My mother was a teenager in San Jose and 
 
676 
00:39:52,770 --> 00:39:54,810 
her brother fought in the Pacific. He went to 
 
677 
00:39:54,810 --> 00:39:59,100 
every single horrible battle. So what impact did 
 
678 
00:39:59,100 --> 00:40:02,100 
it have? Well, the ones who got to stay home, I 
 
679 
00:40:02,100 --> 00:40:06,540 
think felt pretty lucky, although a lot of the men 
 
680 
00:40:06,540 --> 00:40:09,060 
felt pretty antsy that they wanted to go and make 
 
681 
00:40:09,060 --> 00:40:13,260 



their contribution. And, you know, at San Benito 
 
682 
00:40:13,260 --> 00:40:16,710 
Junior College by 1943, I think people were pretty 
 
683 
00:40:16,710 --> 00:40:19,770 
sobered. The war was looking pretty serious and 
 
684 
00:40:19,770 --> 00:40:23,820 
they erected a large display. And I think it was a 
 
685 
00:40:23,820 --> 00:40:27,600 
flag and every, quote, boy who was overseas got a 
 
686 
00:40:27,600 --> 00:40:31,350 
star. And then I think the star changed color if 
 
687 
00:40:31,350 --> 00:40:37,230 
he died. So people were also involved in all of 
 
688 
00:40:37,260 --> 00:40:41,010 
the civilian defense things. They were volunteer 
 
689 
00:40:41,010 --> 00:40:44,310 
labour on farms, which was necessary at certain 
 
690 
00:40:44,310 --> 00:40:47,370 
harvest times. They were helping with Red Cross 
 
691 
00:40:47,370 --> 00:40:50,280 
drives. They were doing all the things that we've 
 
692 
00:40:50,280 --> 00:40:53,130 



mentioned, plane spotting and entertaining USO 
 
693 
00:40:53,610 --> 00:40:58,410 
soldiers and naval air Force people. And just I 
 
694 
00:40:58,410 --> 00:41:00,630 
think people contributed in a lot of ways. 
 
695 
00:41:02,790 --> 00:41:07,170 
Well, thank you for letting us know how World War 
 
696 
00:41:07,170 --> 00:41:10,800 
Two impacted the area and San Benito Junior 
 
697 
00:41:10,800 --> 00:41:13,620 
College in specific. Was there anything more you 
 
698 
00:41:13,620 --> 00:41:16,530 
wanted to tell us that kind of covers this time 
 
699 
00:41:16,530 --> 00:41:21,060 
frame? I think the only other thing is just so 
 
700 
00:41:21,060 --> 00:41:24,950 
much changed with World War Two that I think 
 
701 
00:41:24,960 --> 00:41:31,060 
Hollister changed. Everything changed. And I know 
 
702 
00:41:31,100 --> 00:41:34,230 
I I followed the class of 1936. We talked about 
 
703 
00:41:34,230 --> 00:41:36,660 



the yearbook and my bonding experience. So I 
 
704 
00:41:36,660 --> 00:41:39,930 
looked up all of the men and quite a few of them 
 
705 
00:41:40,380 --> 00:41:42,600 
ended up going to the war. Quite a few of them 
 
706 
00:41:42,600 --> 00:41:47,670 
served as officers who I could find that one of 
 
707 
00:41:47,700 --> 00:41:51,870 
the Heinz one of the Pacetti, Fulton Pacetti. And 
 
708 
00:41:52,520 --> 00:41:55,680 
I think I just want people to know that this area 
 
709 
00:41:55,680 --> 00:42:00,240 
made every contribution. Yes. To that war effort. 
 
710 
00:42:01,850 --> 00:42:02,660 
And 
 
711 
00:42:04,820 --> 00:42:08,570 
was there any way to know how many of those that 
 
712 
00:42:08,870 --> 00:42:12,640 
enlisted didn't come home? There is a way to know. 
 
713 
00:42:12,920 --> 00:42:15,590 
I don't know, but those records are not that 
 
714 
00:42:15,590 --> 00:42:18,560 



difficult to access either through the government 
 
715 
00:42:18,560 --> 00:42:21,260 
or probably the local historical societies. And 
 
716 
00:42:21,260 --> 00:42:23,900 
certainly the local newspapers would have kept a 
 
717 
00:42:23,930 --> 00:42:26,420 
count, certainly all through the war in the 
 
718 
00:42:26,420 --> 00:42:29,240 
newspapers, there were reports of somebody dying 
 
719 
00:42:29,240 --> 00:42:32,720 
and their families having memorial services. But 
 
720 
00:42:33,800 --> 00:42:38,570 
there, you know, the U.S. lost a lot of soldiers 
 
721 
00:42:38,570 --> 00:42:41,720 
in that war. Yes, yes. And a lot more came home 
 
722 
00:42:41,720 --> 00:42:46,100 
traumatized, disabled, etc.. Long before we knew 
 
723 
00:42:46,100 --> 00:42:49,940 
what to call it, yeah, yeah, well, thank you very 
 
724 
00:42:49,940 --> 00:42:52,820 
much for your time. Next time, we'll be talking 
 
725 
00:42:52,820 --> 00:42:59,330 



about the 50s and the approach to the community 
 
726 
00:42:59,330 --> 00:43:03,830 
college movement and the actual establishment of 
 
727 
00:43:03,830 --> 00:43:06,530 
what we now call Gavilan College. Yeah, it's 
 
728 
00:43:06,530 --> 00:43:09,020 
actually the most exciting period in the college's 
 
729 
00:43:09,020 --> 00:43:10,970 
history. So you'll be on the edge of your seat. 
 
730 
00:43:11,000 --> 00:43:13,640 
Excellent. All right. See you then. Thanks. 
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