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Gavilan librarian Dana Young (DY) interviews author and Gavilan history professor Leah Halper 
(LH). 
 
00:00:03,410 --> 00:00:06,890 
DY: Welcome to Centennial Conversations, a series of podcasts about the 100 years of Gavilan 
college. I'm Dana Young. I'm one of the librarians at Gavilan College, and today we're here with 
Leah Halper, who has just completed a history of the 
first 100 years of Gavilan College. Welcome, Leah. 
 
LH: Thank you. Thank you for having me. And thank you 
 
for taking the time to do this.  DY: Absolutely. I've always been interested in the history of 
Gavilan College. Starting with my first summer as a part time librarian, I stumbled on boxes and 
boxes and cabinets and cabinets of documents that had been left to the library--at the library. 
And I'm really excited to have some order out of that chaos and to hear how it's being 
interpreted through the eyes of a historian. Today, I'd like to start with the idea of why a 
college, why Hollister, why 1919? (What is the) -- where did the idea of community colleges or 
junior colleges come from and how were they a good fit for this area?   
 
LH: Oh, big question. The idea came from so many places over a long time. There were, of 
course, pretty sophisticated vocational education systems throughout Europe with 
apprenticeship programs. But really, this is something new and in human history and it's very 
American in the sense of being from the United States. It's a pretty new idea because there was 
kind of a new social and economic organization in the United States and industry needed 
educated workers. And the idea of a democracy is that everybody participates because they can 
understand what's going on and they have opinions about policy. So in the 19th century, 
pressure grew to not just have college be something that wealthy, privileged white men could 
access, take several  years out of their life, relax, enjoy the ivory tower, but that this is 
something that should be accessible to other people. So it came from so many places. But to 
that I want to mention there were a number of seminaries and academies for women that 
assumed a high school education and then gave people two more years so that they could 
 become teachers, and single women began to be able to have some space to earn a living for 
themselves because of these academies. And then after reconstruction, there were lots of 
African-Americans in the South who desperately wanted an education, and the idea of a 
historically black college or university became very popular. But a lot of people couldn't afford 



four years. And so two years became a much more practical and (and) skillful way to educate 
people so that they could really be helpful in their own communities. So the idea came from so 
many places and it started to coalesce around 1900.   
 
DY: So at that time, there was a concept of a terminal degree being your degree, not just the 
idea of transferring, which is a more modern take there in the community college.  LH: There 
were advocates for both. Let's just say there were advocates for both. And they both make 
sense and they both still make sense and structured into the system in California, of what 
California is and who we have been for a long time. Those two ideas were really structured 
in. 
 
 DY: Wonderful. And why this why was it such a good 
idea for this area? How did it take root here?  
 
LH: Can I start with California?  
DY: Absolutely.   
 
LH: OK, well, I like to say when I'm talking about California in 
class, I like to quote something that I just think 
 is hilarious and also really, really true. There's 
a saying, you know, they tilted the United States 
and all the nuts and bolts fell to California. And 
it's, you know, it's an innovation machine. And 
the people who came here, in many ways, they 
didn't fit. My my father is a good example. It 
didn't work out in Illinois. He came to California, 
was very creative. And a lot of those people came 
here and the industries that started to grow up 
required more educated workers. There's a boom and 
bust economy in California and kind of an 
expanding middle class. And (and) the the state 
fathers were very foresighted. They started UC 
Berkeley quite early. It's a world class 
institution and UCLA followed. But that wasn't 
enough. By, say, 1995, there was a big population 
and an expanding middle class and people wanted 
other options. And there was a real hunger to 
learn and improve yourself and grab opportunities. 
Very American. 
 
 DY: Yes, absolutely. Yeah.   
 
LH: And then 
probably one other factor is the progressive 



movement, which stopped blaming people for being 
poor and kind of saying, well, it's your own fault 
and, you know, you should work harder and said we 
need to give people opportunities and we need to 
take the barriers out of the way. And that's a  
powerful concept today. And it's really those are 
 
98 
00:05:24,240 --> 00:05:27,150 
the people who who pressed for community college 
 
99 
00:05:27,150 --> 00:05:31,710 
education. So California jumped on the bandwagon 
 
100 
00:05:31,710 --> 00:05:34,230 
pretty early. The first community college in 
 
101 
00:05:34,230 --> 00:05:36,630 
California actually is in my hometown of Fresno. 
 
102 
00:05:37,830 --> 00:05:41,730 
Yeah. And Fresno officials argued to the state 
 
103 
00:05:41,760 --> 00:05:43,800 
that they deserve some funding because they were 
 
104 
00:05:43,800 --> 00:05:46,860 
really far from Berkeley and UCLA, which were the 
 
105 
00:05:46,860 --> 00:05:50,160 
only public options. There were private colleges 
 
106 
00:05:50,160 --> 00:05:52,530 
such as Stanford, but, you know, those are clearly 
 
107 



00:05:52,530 --> 00:05:56,430 
for the wealthy. And the state said, you know, 
 
108 
00:05:56,550 --> 00:05:59,790 
yeah, OK, you're right. And so Fresno City College 
 
109 
00:05:59,790 --> 00:06:03,510 
was founded in 1910. And every year or two for the 
 
110 
00:06:03,510 --> 00:06:06,180 
next several years, one or two colleges here and 
 
111 
00:06:06,180 --> 00:06:08,760 
there--and then there was a slight pause during 
 
112 
00:06:08,760 --> 00:06:13,530 
World War One--and then in 1919, San Benito Junior 
 
113 
00:06:13,530 --> 00:06:16,620 
College was founded in Hollister. So that's 
 
114 
00:06:16,620 --> 00:06:20,520 
where our story specifically starts.  DY: So what did 
 
115 
00:06:20,520 --> 00:06:24,120 
it take to start a junior college in 1919? 
 
116 
00:06:26,920 --> 00:06:30,370 
LH: It was kind of like the Wild West. If your high 
 
117 
00:06:30,370 --> 00:06:33,100 
school district wanted to start a community 
 
118 



00:06:33,100 --> 00:06:36,310 
college or a junior college. Apparently it didn't 
 
119 
00:06:36,310 --> 00:06:39,790 
take that much. But after 1917, things got a 
 
120 
00:06:39,790 --> 00:06:42,160 
little more organized. California passed some 
 
121 
00:06:42,160 --> 00:06:44,890 
enabling legislation called the Caminetti Act, 
 
122 
00:06:45,160 --> 00:06:46,960 
which I think is interesting. It sounds like it's 
 
123 
00:06:46,960 --> 00:06:49,510 
an Italian American who who sponsored that act. 
 
124 
00:06:49,510 --> 00:06:51,520 
And I haven't had a chance to really look into 
 
125 
00:06:51,520 --> 00:06:54,790 
that. But a high school --usually it happened 
 
126 
00:06:55,000 --> 00:06:57,310 
that a high school district decided, let's try 
 
127 
00:06:57,310 --> 00:07:00,040 
this. And they simply announced that they were 
 
128 
00:07:00,040 --> 00:07:02,830 
going to offer some college classes. They often 
 
129 



00:07:02,830 --> 00:07:07,480 
used their existing faculty and same buildings, 
 
130 
00:07:07,990 --> 00:07:10,810 
same diplomas. The one for San Benito Junior 
 
131 
00:07:10,810 --> 00:07:13,150 
College is almost identical to the one that the 
 
132 
00:07:13,150 --> 00:07:15,760 
high school was using. There's a slight difference 
 
133 
00:07:15,760 --> 00:07:20,350 
in wording, and the state provided some support 
 
134 
00:07:20,350 --> 00:07:22,480 
and a framework through the Caminetti Act and 
 
135 
00:07:22,480 --> 00:07:26,800 
some funding and vocational education quickly also 
 
136 
00:07:26,800 --> 00:07:29,230 
realized--people in that field realized-- this is a 
 
137 
00:07:29,230 --> 00:07:31,990 
really good way to provide that. But it wasn't it 
 
138 
00:07:31,990 --> 00:07:35,020 
wasn't really very difficult early on.  DY: Wow.  Well, 
 
139 
00:07:35,020 --> 00:07:37,150 
it's interesting with the Caminetti Act would have 
 
140 



00:07:37,150 --> 00:07:42,250 
been passed during --before the end --of World War One. 
 
141 
00:07:43,660 --> 00:07:46,930 
LH: I think one thing that's really important to say, 
 
142 
00:07:46,930 --> 00:07:49,240 
in case I forget to say it later, is that I think 
 
143 
00:07:49,240 --> 00:07:52,630 
by then people saw looked ahead and saw that we 
 
144 
00:07:52,630 --> 00:07:57,140 
had an obligation to our veterans, and that they 
 
145 
00:07:57,220 --> 00:08:00,850 
they deserved opportunities. But also, one of the 
 
146 
00:08:01,180 --> 00:08:03,670 
tropes about World War One that historians always 
 
147 
00:08:03,670 --> 00:08:06,160 
bring up is that we found that a lot of the 
 
148 
00:08:06,160 --> 00:08:09,370 
soldiers who went overseas who were subjected to a 
 
149 
00:08:09,370 --> 00:08:12,520 
variety of tests, including literacy tests, were 
 
150 
00:08:12,520 --> 00:08:15,070 
actually really not very literate and some of them 
 
151 



00:08:15,070 --> 00:08:18,160 
were completely illiterate. So it awakened kind of 
 
152 
00:08:18,160 --> 00:08:20,650 
a public sentiment that we should do better for 
 
153 
00:08:20,650 --> 00:08:22,660 
our young people, I think generally in the United 
 
154 
00:08:22,660 --> 00:08:29,050 
States. DY:  That's fascinating. So now we as you said 
 
155 
00:08:29,050 --> 00:08:31,960 
earlier, now we're here in San Bernardino County. 
 
156 
00:08:32,470 --> 00:08:37,480 
And why did San Bernardino County Junior 
 
157 
00:08:37,480 --> 00:08:41,350 
College begin? So you said that people just sort 
 
158 
00:08:41,350 --> 00:08:45,220 
of had to decide they wanted to do it. How did San 
 
159 
00:08:45,220 --> 00:08:48,970 
Benito County decide to begin the college? 
 
160 
00:08:49,180 --> 00:08:51,490 
LH: That's a really good question. And I wish I knew 
 
161 
00:08:51,490 --> 00:08:55,540 
for sure. Those are records that burned up in a 
 
162 



00:08:55,540 --> 00:09:01,390 
fire in 1955 in Hollister. And so a lot of my work 
 
163 
00:09:01,390 --> 00:09:03,940 
was trying to reconstruct using public records, 
 
164 
00:09:03,940 --> 00:09:06,370 
which were hard to find. There wasn't much in the 
 
165 
00:09:06,370 --> 00:09:09,280 
newspapers, but I found a little bit and I was 
 
166 
00:09:09,280 --> 00:09:12,100 
able to reconstruct kind of talking to a few very 
 
167 
00:09:12,100 --> 00:09:16,690 
old people who weren't around yet in 1919, but had 
 
168 
00:09:16,870 --> 00:09:19,660 
memories that reach backwards and so forth. So I 
 
169 
00:09:19,660 --> 00:09:24,220 
think generally a part of an answer is that it was 
 
170 
00:09:24,220 --> 00:09:29,110 
far enough from San Jose-- Norma Trevino told about-- 
 
171 
00:09:29,770 --> 00:09:33,070 
in her period of kind of college education, which 
 
172 
00:09:33,070 --> 00:09:35,920 
was in late 30s, early 40s--people were catching 
 
173 



00:09:35,920 --> 00:09:38,140 
the train all the way from Hollister to go to San 
 
174 
00:09:38,140 --> 00:09:40,420 
Jose Normal School. And that would have been the 
 
175 
00:09:40,420 --> 00:09:42,640 
only option for people whose families couldn't 
 
176 
00:09:42,640 --> 00:09:45,580 
afford to send them to Stanford or Berkeley for a 
 
177 
00:09:45,580 --> 00:09:47,950 
full four years of being completely supported and 
 
178 
00:09:47,950 --> 00:09:51,040 
not bringing in any income. You would live at home 
 
179 
00:09:51,040 --> 00:09:54,250 
and you would, you know, have room and board at 
 
180 
00:09:54,250 --> 00:09:57,370 
least. And then train fare was not very expensive. 
 
181 
00:09:57,380 --> 00:10:05,000 
So it was a way to elevate the town and boost it 
 
182 
00:10:05,000 --> 00:10:08,660 
economically to try to bring in more college 
 
183 
00:10:08,660 --> 00:10:12,440 
educated people, and so its financial viability 
 
184 



00:10:12,440 --> 00:10:16,910 
would be helped by having a college. But really 
 
185 
00:10:17,360 --> 00:10:23,000 
it's...it's hard to know exactly what happened, but 
 
186 
00:10:23,000 --> 00:10:26,360 
if we look at 1919, it's a year that historians 
 
187 
00:10:26,600 --> 00:10:32,390 
talk a lot about. The war is over, but all of 
 
188 
00:10:32,390 --> 00:10:35,600 
those lives and in fact, the entire world really 
 
189 
00:10:35,600 --> 00:10:39,290 
is at War... It really was a world war-- is 
 
190 
00:10:39,290 --> 00:10:42,220 
completely disrupted.  DY:  "The war to end all wars." 
 
191 
00:10:42,470 --> 00:10:46,630 
LH: Supposedly. Yes. Instead, six million people died. 
 
192 
00:10:46,640 --> 00:10:48,500 
It led directly to World War Two. It was 
 
193 
00:10:48,500 --> 00:10:50,990 
incredibly disruptive. There was famine all over 
 
194 
00:10:50,990 --> 00:10:55,640 
Europe. And the experience that the doughboys, the 
 
195 



00:10:55,640 --> 00:10:58,460 
soldiers, including my grandfather from San Martin, 
 
196 
00:10:58,460 --> 00:11:01,250 
that they had changed their lives forever. I mean, 
 
197 
00:11:01,250 --> 00:11:04,070 
any kind of Small-Town farm boy in a sense, is 
 
198 
00:11:04,070 --> 00:11:06,860 
going to be completely lost on the fields of 
 
199 
00:11:06,860 --> 00:11:11,270 
Europe. So so there's this huge trauma. The war 
 
200 
00:11:11,270 --> 00:11:14,210 
also ended this whole system of monarchy in Europe, 
 
201 
00:11:14,210 --> 00:11:17,390 
and it catapulted the United States to a global 
 
202 
00:11:17,390 --> 00:11:21,650 
role that we've occupied ever since. But the 
 
203 
00:11:21,650 --> 00:11:25,400 
United States really was very important and kind 
 
204 
00:11:25,400 --> 00:11:28,190 
of, you know, how things are going to be settled 
 
205 
00:11:28,190 --> 00:11:30,740 
after the war. So so the tail end of the war, 
 
206 



00:11:30,740 --> 00:11:33,770 
that's huge. Families are coping with loss. People 
 
207 
00:11:34,490 --> 00:11:36,500 
are having to deal with their sons coming home 
 
208 
00:11:36,500 --> 00:11:39,470 
traumatized or not coming home or coming home 
 
209 
00:11:39,470 --> 00:11:42,980 
wounded. So it was all out war. I mean, that's all 
 
210 
00:11:42,980 --> 00:11:46,070 
the newspapers really had room for during during 
 
211 
00:11:46,070 --> 00:11:50,150 
World War One. And then then it ended. But it 
 
212 
00:11:50,150 --> 00:11:55,100 
ended just as on its tail end, the largest 
 
213 
00:11:55,100 --> 00:11:57,950 
influenza epidemic that we know of in human 
 
214 
00:11:57,950 --> 00:12:03,050 
history caught hold. And that flu is related to 
 
215 
00:12:03,050 --> 00:12:05,300 
the movement of troops in war. That's part of how 
 
216 
00:12:05,300 --> 00:12:07,640 
it spread so quickly. There are all these people 
 
217 



00:12:07,640 --> 00:12:09,530 
moving around, going back and forth. They called 
 
218 
00:12:09,530 --> 00:12:12,620 
it the Spanish flu, but that's unfair. It was more 
 
219 
00:12:12,620 --> 00:12:16,610 
connected to the war and it was absolutely awful. 
 
220 
00:12:17,300 --> 00:12:19,910 
Ironically, like the war, it was most dangerous to 
 
221 
00:12:19,910 --> 00:12:21,800 
young people. Their immune systems were the 
 
222 
00:12:21,800 --> 00:12:24,350 
healthiest and they overreacted. And a lot of 
 
223 
00:12:24,350 --> 00:12:27,860 
young people died and in fact, way more died. 50 
 
224 
00:12:27,860 --> 00:12:30,830 
to 100 million people died of the flu than had 
 
225 
00:12:30,830 --> 00:12:35,570 
died in the in the war. DY:  Oh, my gosh. And so that 
 
226 
00:12:35,570 --> 00:12:39,350 
relates that was caused by the war because and 
 
227 
00:12:39,350 --> 00:12:42,200 
came back to the United States with the veterans? 
 
228 



00:12:42,200 --> 00:12:45,290 
LH: They actually think it originated in Kansas and 
 
229 
00:12:45,290 --> 00:12:48,290 
went with the veterans to Europe, spread all 
 
230 
00:12:48,290 --> 00:12:50,660 
around Europe and the world, and then came back to 
 
231 
00:12:50,660 --> 00:12:53,180 
the United States. But but in any case, it had a 
 
232 
00:12:53,180 --> 00:12:55,610 
huge impact everywhere and it had a huge impact 
 
233 
00:12:55,610 --> 00:12:58,670 
locally. So local businesses shut down, 
 
234 
00:12:59,270 --> 00:13:02,420 
communities passed mask ordinances so that if you 
 
235 
00:13:02,420 --> 00:13:04,760 
were in public without a mask, you were arrested 
 
236 
00:13:04,760 --> 00:13:07,040 
because they thought that, you know, I'm not sure 
 
237 
00:13:07,040 --> 00:13:09,020 
if the mask really did help, would be interesting 
 
238 
00:13:09,020 --> 00:13:12,770 
to ask a nurse. But in any case, the schools also 
 
239 



00:13:12,770 --> 00:13:15,500 
shut down because parents, despite whatever the 
 
240 
00:13:15,500 --> 00:13:17,270 
school system was saying and there were 
 
241 
00:13:17,270 --> 00:13:19,280 
pronouncements in the local papers, our schools 
 
242 
00:13:19,280 --> 00:13:22,190 
are safe--parents wisely kept their children home 
 
243 
00:13:22,730 --> 00:13:25,760 
for fear of contagion. So schools shut down. 
 
244 
00:13:25,760 --> 00:13:28,640 
San Benito High School looked into offering a 
 
245 
00:13:28,640 --> 00:13:31,820 
correspondence courses so its seniors in the 
 
246 
00:13:31,820 --> 00:13:35,410 
academic year 1918 to 1919 could graduate on time. 
 
247 
00:13:35,900 --> 00:13:39,230 
DY: Wow.  LH: everything shut down. It was a terribly dark 
 
248 
00:13:39,230 --> 00:13:42,140 
time. Children were dying.  New Idrea school that 
 
249 
00:13:42,140 --> 00:13:45,080 
was shut down in the fall of 1919. One 
 
250 



00:13:45,080 --> 00:13:47,660 
child died. All the other kids were sick. I 
 
251 
00:13:47,660 --> 00:13:50,930 
mean, it... was...it was... you can't exaggerate the 
 
252 
00:13:50,930 --> 00:13:54,860 
impact of this flu. Everything stopped. DY: So that 
 
253 
00:13:54,860 --> 00:13:56,900 
would have been in the early part of the I mean, 
 
254 
00:13:56,900 --> 00:14:00,230 
it just it it's kind of mind blowing that that 
 
255 
00:14:00,230 --> 00:14:01,970 
would be the time that you would say, "Hey, you 
 
256 
00:14:01,970 --> 00:14:03,590 
know what? Not only are we going to reopen the 
 
257 
00:14:03,590 --> 00:14:06,290 
school, but we're going to expand our services to 
 
258 
00:14:06,290 --> 00:14:10,250 
include a junior college.  LH: Yes, one wonders about 
 
259 
00:14:10,250 --> 00:14:14,000 
that. And and in the absence of evidence, you have 
 
260 
00:14:14,000 --> 00:14:15,920 
to kind of think historically and think about, 
 
261 



00:14:15,920 --> 00:14:20,660 
well, so why? So I have two possible reasons. One 
 
262 
00:14:20,660 --> 00:14:25,820 
is in a situation that contemporary people will 
 
263 
00:14:25,820 --> 00:14:28,670 
recognize when you're enrollments drop, which they 
 
264 
00:14:28,670 --> 00:14:32,630 
did in that year because everybody stayed home the 
 
265 
00:14:32,630 --> 00:14:35,870 
year after, the state gives you way less money 
 
266 
00:14:35,870 --> 00:14:38,450 
because it's based on last year's enrollments. So 
 
267 
00:14:38,450 --> 00:14:40,820 
as everybody's flooding back to school and all 
 
268 
00:14:40,820 --> 00:14:42,890 
sorts of new people are coming to school, you have 
 
269 
00:14:42,890 --> 00:14:46,190 
more students and less revenue. So I'm not 
 
270 
00:14:46,490 --> 00:14:49,670 
thinking that the officials at San Benito High 
 
271 
00:14:49,670 --> 00:14:52,520 
said, oh, you know, let's open a college and we'll 
 
272 



00:14:52,520 --> 00:14:55,820 
triple our revenue. But I'm I'm guessing that they 
 
273 
00:14:55,820 --> 00:14:59,030 
were trying anything they could think of to get a 
 
274 
00:14:59,030 --> 00:15:01,730 
little bit more state revenue flowing in until 
 
275 
00:15:01,730 --> 00:15:05,120 
they could kind of, you know, recalibrate their 
 
276 
00:15:05,120 --> 00:15:07,130 
enrollment in their funding. So maybe that was 
 
277 
00:15:07,130 --> 00:15:09,800 
part of the reasoning. But but I'd like to think 
 
278 
00:15:09,800 --> 00:15:12,200 
that there's another bigger reason, which is that 
 
279 
00:15:12,980 --> 00:15:15,530 
there were progressive people in this community 
 
280 
00:15:16,010 --> 00:15:18,590 
who in the midst of all this despair--and 
 
281 
00:15:18,650 --> 00:15:23,210 
disruption and darkness and the war and the deaths 
 
282 
00:15:23,210 --> 00:15:27,380 
from the flu and the difficulties--who were 
 
283 



00:15:27,380 --> 00:15:30,440 
committed to giving young people a chance at a 
 
284 
00:15:30,440 --> 00:15:35,330 
better future and who had a profound faith in the 
 
285 
00:15:35,330 --> 00:15:38,060 
future of humanity and who wanted to invest in 
 
286 
00:15:38,070 --> 00:15:41,600 
young people. And that's the explanation that I'm 
 
287 
00:15:41,600 --> 00:15:44,300 
going to go with.  DY: I like that explanation. I 
 
288 
00:15:44,300 --> 00:15:47,540 
really do, because I do...there was a great 
 
289 
00:15:47,540 --> 00:15:53,960 
optimism that this was the end of the and we all 
 
290 
00:15:53,960 --> 00:15:58,190 
know in hindsight, of course, there wasn't. But if 
 
291 
00:15:58,190 --> 00:16:00,530 
you look at a lot of the music and you look a lot 
 
292 
00:16:00,530 --> 00:16:02,720 
of the stories that came out of that time frame, 
 
293 
00:16:03,110 --> 00:16:07,310 
there was an optimism.  LH: There was --going into the war. 
 
294 



00:16:07,310 --> 00:16:09,830 
I think by 1919, it was pretty well beaten to 
 
295 
00:16:09,830 --> 00:16:12,020 
death. I mean, I think that it was replaced by 
 
296 
00:16:12,020 --> 00:16:15,680 
cynicism, but we don't really know when they 
 
297 
00:16:15,680 --> 00:16:18,230 
started planning, I'm guessing, sometime in 1918 
 
298 
00:16:18,230 --> 00:16:20,750 
because it was such a small thing to actually 
 
299 
00:16:20,750 --> 00:16:24,530 
start the college. But but I also wanted to say 
 
300 
00:16:24,530 --> 00:16:29,540 
maybe that one other factor for us is. There were 
 
301 
00:16:29,540 --> 00:16:33,650 
ways that intelligent, interested people could 
 
302 
00:16:33,650 --> 00:16:38,360 
educate themselves piecemeal in 1918, 1919, 
 
303 
00:16:38,450 --> 00:16:40,220 
especially women, I'm thinking of women, but 
 
304 
00:16:40,220 --> 00:16:42,680 
others to you could be in a church that had 
 
305 



00:16:42,680 --> 00:16:45,410 
occasional lectures from missionaries. There would 
 
306 
00:16:45,410 --> 00:16:48,650 
be speakers who came through on a paid circuit, 
 
307 
00:16:49,340 --> 00:16:51,110 
sometimes vaudeville. You could go to a 
 
308 
00:16:51,110 --> 00:16:54,860 
Shakespeare play or part of a play. You might be 
 
309 
00:16:54,860 --> 00:16:56,960 
wealthy enough to go to San Francisco to 
 
310 
00:16:56,960 --> 00:17:00,020 
experience some culture there or a museum. But 
 
311 
00:17:00,230 --> 00:17:02,990 
generally speaking, and I'm thinking about Norma 
 
312 
00:17:02,990 --> 00:17:05,780 
Trevino, one of my absolute favorite people in the 
 
313 
00:17:05,780 --> 00:17:11,810 
world who was 97 when I interviewed her--she had 
 
314 
00:17:11,810 --> 00:17:14,660 
immigrant Italian parents. And her story is so 
 
315 
00:17:14,660 --> 00:17:16,820 
similar to so many stories today except that she 
 
316 



00:17:16,820 --> 00:17:20,030 
was Italian. And today we might have Chinese 
 
317 
00:17:20,030 --> 00:17:22,880 
immigrants or Vietnamese or Mexican, but her 
 
318 
00:17:22,880 --> 00:17:27,590 
parents worked their tails off and managed to buy 
 
319 
00:17:27,590 --> 00:17:30,440 
some land in Hollister. A lot of land, actually; 
 
320 
00:17:30,440 --> 00:17:34,100 
land was cheap. And they had-- I forget how many 
 
321 
00:17:34,100 --> 00:17:36,230 
kids were in the family. Norma was the oldest. 
 
322 
00:17:36,890 --> 00:17:42,110 
Those kids worked hard. Norma was a really good 
 
323 
00:17:42,110 --> 00:17:46,520 
student, really smart, really dedicated to her 
 
324 
00:17:46,520 --> 00:17:49,430 
studies, really curious and intellectually alive. 
 
325 
00:17:49,760 --> 00:17:52,550 
And she got an hour every night, that's all. She 
 
326 
00:17:52,550 --> 00:17:54,830 
got to work on her homework. And she complained, 
 
327 



00:17:54,830 --> 00:17:57,260 
you know, she told her parents, I need more. But 
 
328 
00:17:57,560 --> 00:17:59,930 
they had a farm, they had animals. She had younger 
 
329 
00:17:59,930 --> 00:18:03,080 
brothers and sisters. She this woman worked hard. 
 
330 
00:18:03,080 --> 00:18:07,460 
She worked like an adult by the age of 10. And her 
 
331 
00:18:07,460 --> 00:18:09,470 
mother knew she always wanted to be a nurse. And 
 
332 
00:18:09,470 --> 00:18:12,950 
in fact, you know, I think we should listen to 
 
333 
00:18:12,950 --> 00:18:15,170 
part of her story about how that happened, how 
 
334 
00:18:15,170 --> 00:18:18,230 
that came about.   (Excerpt from recording of L. Halper's interview with Norma Trebino).  LH:   
Were you able to work off the 
 
335 
00:18:18,230 --> 00:18:21,260 
farm to earn some money?  NT:  On other farmers' farms. 
 
336 
00:18:21,320 --> 00:18:25,480 
LH: OK, so you worked on other farms. NT: I was very good 
 
337 
00:18:25,480 --> 00:18:29,860 
at it.  LH: What kind of work was it?  NT:  Digging grass from 
 



338 
00:18:29,860 --> 00:18:35,910 
around trees, picking up brush, burning the brush 
 
339 
00:18:35,910 --> 00:18:41,530 
after dinner. Until nine o'clock at night. (Then) I'd 
 
340 
00:18:41,530 --> 00:18:44,530 
hear my mother holler at me, "Norma, it's time to come 
 
341 
00:18:44,530 --> 00:18:47,770 
home!"  I'd be maybe a half a mile away, I could 
 
342 
00:18:47,770 --> 00:18:53,720 
hear.  LH: What did they pay you? NT:  I don't remember. I 
 
343 
00:18:53,720 --> 00:18:59,330 
saved all that money.  LH: So then when you wanted to 
 
344 
00:18:59,330 --> 00:19:02,630 
go to the Santa Clara Hospital program, did you 
 
345 
00:19:02,630 --> 00:19:05,960 
have to apply? You moved up there? NT: No, my mother, 
 
346 
00:19:07,400 --> 00:19:13,130 
we had a Studebaker touring car, and she took me up 
 
347 
00:19:13,130 --> 00:19:20,010 
there and she talked with Miss Merkle was in charge of 
 
348 
00:19:20,010 --> 00:19:22,280 
the nursing program. LH:  I'm interested that your 
 



349 
00:19:22,280 --> 00:19:25,160 
mother could drive. Not not every Italian women could 
 
350 
00:19:25,430 --> 00:19:29,850 
drive.  NT:  And she talked to Miss Merkle . Miss Merkle said, 
 
351 
00:19:30,440 --> 00:19:34,010 
"Well, she's from the farm. I don't think she's 
 
352 
00:19:34,010 --> 00:19:37,760 
going to make it. But if she has the seventy 
 
353 
00:19:37,760 --> 00:19:42,150 
dollars, we'll take her on six months probation." 
 
354 
00:19:42,770 --> 00:19:47,540 
And my mother says that I'm sure --my my mother was 
 
355 
00:19:47,540 --> 00:19:52,040 
always positive. She was always backing you up. I 
 
356 
00:19:52,040 --> 00:19:56,750 
could always depend upon my mother--and she talked 
 
357 
00:19:56,750 --> 00:20:00,050 
to Miss Merkle and she said, you know, my daughter is very 
 
358 
00:20:00,050 --> 00:20:05,990 
responsible. She's well trained. She knows how to 
 
359 
00:20:05,990 --> 00:20:12,990 
do things. Today, I have a different name for what 
 



360 
00:20:12,990 --> 00:20:21,100 
I did--she taught us-- I think-- anticipatory service. 
 
361 
00:20:22,090 --> 00:20:26,600 
LH:  Explain what you mean.  NT:  That you know what's going 
 
362 
00:20:26,600 --> 00:20:30,230 
on around you and, you know the next step or how 
 
363 
00:20:30,230 --> 00:20:34,170 
to do something even better.  LH: You're thinking ahead. 
 
364 
00:20:34,230 --> 00:20:38,060 
NT:  Yes, yes. And that helped me a lot in nurses 
 
365 
00:20:38,060 --> 00:20:41,790 
training.  Anyway, I made it through the six months. 
 
366 
00:20:42,950 --> 00:20:43,550 
And. 
 
367 
00:20:46,030 --> 00:20:52,140 
Of course, I'm always in need of money. And my 
 
368 
00:20:52,140 --> 00:20:56,040 
grandparents at that time had an Italian restaurant 
 
369 
00:20:59,070 --> 00:21:03,420 
in San Jose, and sometimes on Saturday or Sunday I 
 
370 
00:21:03,420 --> 00:21:06,600 
would work for them and they'd give me a dollar or 
 



371 
00:21:06,600 --> 00:21:10,410 
fifty cents.  (End of excerpted interview with Norma Trebino). LH:  So one of the things that 
strikes me 
 
372 
00:21:10,410 --> 00:21:13,710 
about Norma's story is she was only at San Benito 
 
373 
00:21:13,710 --> 00:21:16,200 
Junior College for a year. She didn't talk about 
 
374 
00:21:16,200 --> 00:21:18,480 
it very much. She remembered small classes, good 
 
375 
00:21:18,480 --> 00:21:20,430 
teaching. She had a good experience. She lived at 
 
376 
00:21:20,430 --> 00:21:23,790 
home. Her family supported her, but without that 
 
377 
00:21:23,790 --> 00:21:27,390 
year, nothing else that she did-- and she had an 
 
378 
00:21:27,390 --> 00:21:30,960 
extraordinary career--would have been possible.  DY: And 
 
379 
00:21:30,960 --> 00:21:34,070 
that was, you said, the 30s and 40s? LH: She was at 
 
380 
00:21:34,080 --> 00:21:37,130 
San Benito Junior College, probably in (19)39 or (19)40. 
 
381 
00:21:37,140 --> 00:21:39,330 
She couldn't remember. And I couldn't find records 



 
382 
00:21:39,330 --> 00:21:42,000 
one way or the other just for a year. And then she 
 
383 
00:21:42,000 --> 00:21:44,640 
transferred to a nurse training program at 
 
384 
00:21:44,640 --> 00:21:47,220 
O'Connor Hospital, which lots of other people also 
 
385 
00:21:47,490 --> 00:21:51,600 
mentioned, and they took her on probation. They 
 
386 
00:21:51,600 --> 00:21:54,540 
weren't so sure about Norma Trevino. They made her 
 
387 
00:21:54,540 --> 00:21:57,630 
pay all three years in advance, which was a lot of 
 
388 
00:21:57,630 --> 00:22:00,510 
money. But her her family found it, and they gave 
 
389 
00:22:00,510 --> 00:22:03,840 
her six months probationn and she had a terrible 
 
390 
00:22:03,840 --> 00:22:06,330 
struggle there. I mean, she she bought a five 
 
391 
00:22:06,330 --> 00:22:08,400 
dollar bike. She rode everywhere, all around San 
 
392 
00:22:08,400 --> 00:22:11,100 
Jose. She had to work a couple of jobs. She was 



 
393 
00:22:11,100 --> 00:22:13,920 
working in the canneries during the cannery season. 
 
394 
00:22:14,130 --> 00:22:16,860 
So friends of hers would take notes during class 
 
395 
00:22:17,130 --> 00:22:19,170 
and then she'd come home at midnight and study the 
 
396 
00:22:19,170 --> 00:22:22,560 
notes, and then just to make enough money so that 
 
397 
00:22:22,560 --> 00:22:25,650 
she could eat, she saw at the hospital there was a 
 
398 
00:22:25,650 --> 00:22:27,660 
backyard and there was kind of some land back 
 
399 
00:22:27,660 --> 00:22:29,790 
there. And she asked the gardener if she could 
 
400 
00:22:29,790 --> 00:22:33,060 
have a plot of land to grow vegetables, to raise 
 
401 
00:22:33,060 --> 00:22:35,850 
some money. So this woman is growing vegetables. 
 
402 
00:22:35,850 --> 00:22:37,920 
She knew how to do that. She's Italian, right? You 
 
403 
00:22:37,920 --> 00:22:41,640 
know, farm girl from Hollister. And people just 



 
404 
00:22:41,640 --> 00:22:44,340 
came on the honor system and left her 25 cents for 
 
405 
00:22:44,340 --> 00:22:47,310 
a big bag of tomatoes-- that's how she got 
 
406 
00:22:47,310 --> 00:22:50,850 
through college, nursing school.  DY:  So who came to 
 
407 
00:22:50,850 --> 00:22:56,700 
the college? Where did the students come from? In 
 
408 
00:22:57,180 --> 00:23:01,350 
San Benito County?  LH:  So we have information about the 
 
409 
00:23:01,350 --> 00:23:05,130 
20s and the 30s. So I'm going to extrapolate and 
 
410 
00:23:05,130 --> 00:23:07,260 
assume that there wasn't a big change and things 
 
411 
00:23:07,260 --> 00:23:11,250 
were kind of similar in 1919. Generally speaking, 
 
412 
00:23:11,250 --> 00:23:14,240 
they were graduates of San Benito High School. DY:  OK, 
 
413 
00:23:14,290 --> 00:23:16,770 
that makes sense. LH: Yeah, they were recruited in 
 
414 
00:23:16,770 --> 00:23:20,370 
June for the September start of the college. The 



 
415 
00:23:20,370 --> 00:23:22,650 
college started with eighteen students when the 
 
416 
00:23:22,650 --> 00:23:24,510 
high school started. And the only reason I know 
 
417 
00:23:24,510 --> 00:23:27,240 
that is it was a little add on after they 
 
418 
00:23:27,240 --> 00:23:29,640 
explained all the glorious plans for the high 
 
419 
00:23:29,640 --> 00:23:31,680 
school year and how many students were at the high 
 
420 
00:23:31,680 --> 00:23:34,680 
school.  And then the week after actually about ten 
 
421 
00:23:34,680 --> 00:23:36,930 
days later, there was another article in the paper, 
 
422 
00:23:36,930 --> 00:23:40,170 
the Hollister Free Lance, that said the junior 
 
423 
00:23:40,170 --> 00:23:42,780 
college is proving popular. And now there were 35 
 
424 
00:23:42,780 --> 00:23:49,260 
students and nine classes and the biggest class 
 
425 
00:23:49,260 --> 00:23:52,740 
was 91 students, which illustrates a point that 



 
426 
00:23:52,740 --> 00:23:55,050 
the high school students were mixed in with the 
 
427 
00:23:55,290 --> 00:23:58,290 
junior college.  DY: Yeah, yes.   LH: Which became a real 
 
428 
00:23:58,290 --> 00:24:02,820 
sore point and issue later, but it helped the 
 
429 
00:24:02,820 --> 00:24:05,400 
college survive early on. The most popular class 
 
430 
00:24:05,400 --> 00:24:08,640 
was psychology, which is true today, too, as well. 
 
431 
00:24:08,640 --> 00:24:14,040 
Yeah. So, yeah. So so they came apparently by the 
 
432 
00:24:14,040 --> 00:24:17,850 
late 20s, it became clear to the high school board, 
 
433 
00:24:17,850 --> 00:24:20,280 
which was kind of running the college, that if 
 
434 
00:24:20,280 --> 00:24:23,010 
they could have bus service to the more rural 
 
435 
00:24:23,010 --> 00:24:26,100 
parts of San Bernardino County, they would be able 
 
436 
00:24:26,100 --> 00:24:28,380 
to increase both the number of students who were 



 
437 
00:24:28,380 --> 00:24:30,630 
coming to the high school and decrease the truancy 
 
438 
00:24:30,630 --> 00:24:32,910 
there and also increase the number of people in 
 
439 
00:24:32,910 --> 00:24:35,610 
community colleges. So I have some lovely stories 
 
440 
00:24:35,940 --> 00:24:39,690 
from Muriel Winter Brem, who, again, she went 
 
441 
00:24:39,690 --> 00:24:43,170 
later. She was there in the early 40s, but 
 
442 
00:24:43,290 --> 00:24:46,560 
catching the bus, she was out at Tuttle Dairy on 
 
443 
00:24:47,070 --> 00:24:50,370 
Frazier Lake Road and she actually fell in love 
 
444 
00:24:50,370 --> 00:24:52,470 
with her bus driver. And her parents didn't think 
 
445 
00:24:52,470 --> 00:24:55,350 
that was a good idea. But anyway, maybe we could 
 
446 
00:24:55,350 --> 00:24:58,770 
listen to that story. (Excerpt of Leah Halper's interview with Muriel Winter Brem). LH: How did 
you actually get to 
 
447 
00:24:58,770 --> 00:25:01,570 



classes? Because they were in Hollister.   MWB:  There was 
 
448 
00:25:01,660 --> 00:25:06,870 
a bunch of us. And in fact, I dated the bus driver. 
 
449 
00:25:07,050 --> 00:25:08,290 
(laughter). LH: You dated everybody!  MWB: 
 
450 
00:25:10,440 --> 00:25:15,350 
Yeah. Yeah. Didn't 
 
451 
00:25:15,390 --> 00:25:18,840 
matter. LH:  Was he your age or was he an 
 
452 
00:25:18,840 --> 00:25:22,550 
older boy? MWB: He was very cute!  Yes (he was my age.).  LH:  Well, OK, so was the bus very 
full 
 
453 
00:25:22,800 --> 00:25:26,460 
collecting people from the rural...?  MWB:  Oh yes. Because it 
 
454 
00:25:26,460 --> 00:25:32,130 
collected high school people as well as college 
 
455 
00:25:32,310 --> 00:25:36,780 
and college. The college was very small, very... 
 
456 
00:25:36,780 --> 00:25:39,630 
LH:  During the war, it almost went away.  Yeah. How was 
 
457 
00:25:39,630 --> 00:25:43,080 
it. Do you remember?  MWB: No. 
 
458 



00:25:46,490 --> 00:25:50,330 
I don't remember.  LH:  How big were your classes? MWB: Oh, 
 
459 
00:25:50,330 --> 00:25:55,900 
maybe seven or eight people.   (End of excerpted interview with Muriel WInter Brem).  DY: And 
actually, most of 
 
460 
00:25:55,900 --> 00:26:00,610 
the recordings of the interviews she did will be 
 
461 
00:26:00,610 --> 00:26:05,350 
available on our Community Matters Local History 
 
462 
00:26:05,350 --> 00:26:08,680 
archive, and so I just want to make a plug for 
 
463 
00:26:08,680 --> 00:26:12,580 
that. LH: One other thing I wanted to say about who 
 
464 
00:26:12,580 --> 00:26:16,390 
came is I kept looking in the papers because 
 
465 
00:26:16,480 --> 00:26:18,970 
there's no school district records because of this 
 
466 
00:26:18,970 --> 00:26:21,790 
fire. The people who would remember are dead. 
 
467 
00:26:22,450 --> 00:26:25,330 
Their children don't seem to have been told, so 
 
468 
00:26:25,330 --> 00:26:27,310 
they don't seem to know. So I kept looking and I 
 



469 
00:26:27,310 --> 00:26:29,710 
looked and looked for some kind of public fanfare. 
 
470 
00:26:29,710 --> 00:26:31,990 
You know, the press release, the college is 
 
471 
00:26:31,990 --> 00:26:34,810 
opening. Da ta da da!  We have a college. DY: Exactly. I was 
 
472 
00:26:34,810 --> 00:26:37,090 
wondering, how would you find out if you weren't 
 
473 
00:26:37,090 --> 00:26:39,940 
already a student at the high school?  LH: Apparently. 
 
474 
00:26:39,960 --> 00:26:42,910 
Well, it's Hollister, word of mouth. But there was 
 
475 
00:26:43,510 --> 00:26:46,210 
there was nothing I found in the year leading up 
 
476 
00:26:46,210 --> 00:26:49,180 
to the college's opening that indicated that 
 
477 
00:26:49,180 --> 00:26:51,910 
anybody knew anything or said anything in public. 
 
478 
00:26:52,040 --> 00:26:54,820 
I'm sure there there was documentation, but it 
 
479 
00:26:54,820 --> 00:26:57,010 
doesn't seem to exist any more until that first 
 



480 
00:26:57,010 --> 00:26:59,640 
article that says in the first week there were 18 
 
481 
00:26:59,650 --> 00:27:03,790 
students at the new JC.  DY: I love it. And it just 
 
482 
00:27:03,790 --> 00:27:07,150 
it shows kind of the power of a small town. LH: It 
 
483 
00:27:07,150 --> 00:27:10,030 
does. It also might be part of what we were 
 
484 
00:27:10,030 --> 00:27:12,910 
talking about earlier, the kind of mood of death 
 
485 
00:27:12,910 --> 00:27:14,830 
and destruction. I mean, maybe they didn't want to 
 
486 
00:27:14,830 --> 00:27:17,230 
go out, you know, saying, oh, we're going to start 
 
487 
00:27:17,230 --> 00:27:19,240 
this big new thing. Aren't we wonderful? This 
 
488 
00:27:19,240 --> 00:27:21,550 
bright new thing in our community? I think 
 
489 
00:27:21,550 --> 00:27:24,760 
everything was a little muted and low key and 
 
490 
00:27:25,030 --> 00:27:27,490 
certainly the first.... Yeah. You know, 
 



491 
00:27:27,490 --> 00:27:30,460 
the first social event the students had that was 
 
492 
00:27:30,460 --> 00:27:32,560 
in the newspaper that same December. And I was 
 
493 
00:27:32,560 --> 00:27:34,630 
looking at social event, OK, what they do, did 
 
494 
00:27:34,630 --> 00:27:36,670 
they dance? Did they have refreshments? No. They 
 
495 
00:27:36,670 --> 00:27:39,910 
had speakers. There were several people who spoke 
 
496 
00:27:40,600 --> 00:27:42,430 
and I didn't mention anything that sounded 
 
497 
00:27:42,430 --> 00:27:45,190 
remotely fun. But, you know, maybe in 1919, that's 
 
498 
00:27:45,190 --> 00:27:46,900 
the kind of social event that was appropriate. 
 
499 
00:27:46,900 --> 00:27:50,080 
Maybe these families had lost sons in the war. I 
 
500 
00:27:50,080 --> 00:27:52,300 
mean, you know, maybe that was exactly what they 
 
501 
00:27:52,300 --> 00:27:54,730 
needed to do. DY: There may have been a period before 
 



502 
00:27:55,300 --> 00:28:00,670 
it was comfortable to experience joy. DY: Yes. Yes. 
 
503 
00:28:00,790 --> 00:28:06,130 
Yeah. So what kind of extracurricular life other 
 
504 
00:28:06,130 --> 00:28:10,810 
than the the speakers. So were there any dances or 
 
505 
00:28:11,710 --> 00:28:16,090 
did they mostly combine with the high school for 
 
506 
00:28:16,090 --> 00:28:21,460 
that kind of thing? LH: I think so. This is... this is 
 
507 
00:28:21,460 --> 00:28:23,050 
another kind of blackout period. I have more 
 
508 
00:28:23,050 --> 00:28:25,750 
information from the 20s. I have so little from 
 
509 
00:28:25,750 --> 00:28:29,440 
1919. But yeah, I mean, young people, they're 
 
510 
00:28:29,440 --> 00:28:32,470 
going to have dances. We don't have enrollment 
 
511 
00:28:32,470 --> 00:28:34,300 
records. We have graduation records. But there 
 
512 
00:28:34,300 --> 00:28:38,770 
seems to be some evidence that both on the faculty 
 



513 
00:28:38,770 --> 00:28:41,740 
that I'm sure of, but also among the student body 
 
514 
00:28:41,980 --> 00:28:44,410 
women at the community college or the junior 
 
515 
00:28:44,410 --> 00:28:46,840 
college, as they called it, then outnumbered men 
 
516 
00:28:47,320 --> 00:28:50,320 
for most of the first until the war, until World 
 
517 
00:28:50,320 --> 00:28:53,950 
War Two--tended to have more women graduating. Now, 
 
518 
00:28:53,950 --> 00:28:57,550 
maybe more men enrolled initially and then left 
 
519 
00:28:57,550 --> 00:29:00,190 
after a year. DY: Right. But, yeah.... LH: For work or 
 
520 
00:29:00,190 --> 00:29:02,650 
whatever, or transferred. A lot of women enrolled 
 
521 
00:29:02,650 --> 00:29:05,540 
and got married. Muriel Brown talks about that. 
 
522 
00:29:06,730 --> 00:29:09,610 
But but generally speaking, this is a college 
 
523 
00:29:09,610 --> 00:29:14,350 
that's serving women and the initial faculty and 
 



524 
00:29:14,350 --> 00:29:16,540 
the faculty, as soon as I could start counting 
 
525 
00:29:16,540 --> 00:29:19,990 
them, seem to be majority women well, well into 
 
526 
00:29:19,990 --> 00:29:25,240 
the 1940s. DY: Wow. On average, in the early in the 
 
527 
00:29:25,240 --> 00:29:29,740 
early years of do we have an idea of how big the 
 
528 
00:29:29,740 --> 00:29:31,870 
graduating classes were? LH: Well, I desperately 
 
529 
00:29:31,870 --> 00:29:34,570 
wanted that information. DY: Yeah. Yeah, of course.  LH: But 
 
530 
00:29:34,570 --> 00:29:37,510 
it's gone. But I did find one reference that 
 
531 
00:29:37,510 --> 00:29:41,170 
helped us kind of maybe reconstruct it in either 
 
532 
00:29:41,170 --> 00:29:44,470 
the 1930s or the 1931 yearbook. I looked closely 
 
533 
00:29:44,470 --> 00:29:49,090 
at both of them. There's a reference to in our 11 
 
534 
00:29:49,090 --> 00:29:52,390 
or 12 years of being a college, we have attracted 
 



535 
00:29:52,390 --> 00:29:56,050 
700 students. So you can do the math and know that 
 
536 
00:29:56,050 --> 00:29:58,900 
the first year was kind of small and, you know, 
 
537 
00:29:58,900 --> 00:30:01,570 
kind of figure out that maybe there was an average 
 
538 
00:30:01,570 --> 00:30:04,960 
maybe of 80 or 90 enrolled. No part time students. 
 
539 
00:30:04,960 --> 00:30:07,810 
Everybody was full time at that point unless they 
 
540 
00:30:07,810 --> 00:30:11,200 
got a special permission from the dean. So these 
 
541 
00:30:11,200 --> 00:30:13,420 
are students who, like Norma, were living at home 
 
542 
00:30:13,420 --> 00:30:16,840 
saving money that way, but devoting themselves. 
 
543 
00:30:17,020 --> 00:30:20,050 
And and as you kind of noted earlier, a lot of 
 
544 
00:30:20,050 --> 00:30:22,450 
them didn't come to transfer. Some of them did, 
 
545 
00:30:23,110 --> 00:30:25,060 
but a lot of them came to just get more 
 



546 
00:30:25,060 --> 00:30:28,480 
specialized knowledge or feel like they had a 
 
547 
00:30:28,480 --> 00:30:33,370 
broader education. DY: Well, that educated middle 
 
548 
00:30:33,370 --> 00:30:36,790 
class that you were talking about earlier, that 
 
549 
00:30:37,360 --> 00:30:42,420 
that's just that's a really wonderful way of of 
 
550 
00:30:42,430 --> 00:30:45,370 
seeing the future and seeing yourself in the 
 
551 
00:30:45,370 --> 00:30:49,360 
future. So one last thing. 
 
552 
00:30:51,880 --> 00:30:55,150 
What kind ...of resources? You said that 
 
553 
00:30:55,150 --> 00:30:59,320 
there was a fire and in the early days and 
 
554 
00:30:59,320 --> 00:31:03,310 
obviously the people who were directly involved 
 
555 
00:31:04,150 --> 00:31:06,940 
are no longer with us. What kind of resources in 
 
556 
00:31:06,940 --> 00:31:10,360 
general were you able to use to kind of recreate 
 



557 
00:31:10,360 --> 00:31:13,660 
this early part of the college history? 
 
558 
00:31:16,330 --> 00:31:19,900 
LH: Knowing local history at that time is really 
 
559 
00:31:19,900 --> 00:31:21,910 
important, just having a sense of what's going on 
 
560 
00:31:21,910 --> 00:31:26,230 
so the newspapers are helpful for that.  Knowing 
 
561 
00:31:26,230 --> 00:31:28,900 
California and U.S. history at that time, so that 
 
562 
00:31:28,900 --> 00:31:32,200 
because everything is in a context, even though 
 
563 
00:31:32,380 --> 00:31:35,290 
Hollister is its own peculiar place in some ways, 
 
564 
00:31:35,290 --> 00:31:40,600 
but it's also part of the larger world. And, you 
 
565 
00:31:40,600 --> 00:31:42,940 
know, that's that's really what I had to go on. 
 
566 
00:31:42,950 --> 00:31:45,610 
And then the yearbooks start kicking in. They have 
 
567 
00:31:45,610 --> 00:31:48,130 
San Benito High School yearbooks going pretty far 
 



568 
00:31:48,130 --> 00:31:52,480 
back. I think I looked at a 1905 yearbook, which 
 
569 
00:31:52,660 --> 00:31:57,070 
in very few particulars resembles a modern college 
 
570 
00:31:57,070 --> 00:31:59,350 
yearbook. But there were there were a few--it's a 
 
571 
00:31:59,360 --> 00:32:03,430 
pretty staid and dignified piece of publication. 
 
572 
00:32:03,730 --> 00:32:07,300 
But so the yearbooks from the high school, 
 
573 
00:32:07,300 --> 00:32:09,850 
although we don't have a college yearbook until 
 
574 
00:32:09,850 --> 00:32:12,910 
1930, not that they didn't exist, but we don't 
 
575 
00:32:12,910 --> 00:32:20,260 
have one. And listening very closely to my oldest 
 
576 
00:32:20,260 --> 00:32:26,440 
informants who were born around 1919, 1920, 1921. 
 
577 
00:32:26,530 --> 00:32:29,650 
DY: Oh, sure. LH: And whose memories reached a little back 
 
578 
00:32:29,650 --> 00:32:32,710 
beyond themselves, sometimes.  Those...that's what you 
 



579 
00:32:32,710 --> 00:32:35,770 
have to go on. So you have to be careful saying--my 
 
580 
00:32:35,770 --> 00:32:37,810 
sister was my proofreader-- She's a very good 
 
581 
00:32:37,810 --> 00:32:40,360 
proofreader--and she'd change something, and I'd 
 
582 
00:32:40,360 --> 00:32:42,430 
write her and I'd say, no, no, no, you can't say 
 
583 
00:32:42,430 --> 00:32:44,680 
that. It has to say they MAY have because...and she 
 
584 
00:32:44,680 --> 00:32:46,450 
would write, you KNOW they did. And I was like, 
 
585 
00:32:46,450 --> 00:32:49,720 
no, we don't know. I'm not sure because I, I have 
 
586 
00:32:49,720 --> 00:32:52,210 
evidence that seems to point to it, but I don't 
 
587 
00:32:52,210 --> 00:32:56,470 
have proof that that was actually a fact. DY: So...so in 
 
588 
00:32:56,470 --> 00:33:00,160 
some cases, you were forced to sort of fill in the 
 
589 
00:33:00,160 --> 00:33:03,940 
blanks. LH:  That's what historians do. But it's 
 



590 
00:33:03,940 --> 00:33:07,810 
important to say when you know and when you think 
 
591 
00:33:08,110 --> 00:33:10,540 
for the whole conversation you and I just had 
 
592 
00:33:10,540 --> 00:33:14,920 
about why they founded it, then, yeah, I'm 
 
593 
00:33:14,920 --> 00:33:17,620 
guessing. But I said I'm guessing. And then I also 
 
594 
00:33:17,620 --> 00:33:20,920 
told why I think that those guesses are probably 
 
595 
00:33:21,370 --> 00:33:25,600 
reasonable guesses. DY: Yes. And informed. LH: But but the 
 
596 
00:33:25,600 --> 00:33:28,630 
one thing I've learned in 25 years of teaching 
 
597 
00:33:28,630 --> 00:33:32,350 
history is they keep discovering new things. You 
 
598 
00:33:32,350 --> 00:33:34,480 
can't blow the dust off your history notes and use 
 
599 
00:33:34,480 --> 00:33:36,970 
them year after year. DY: Yes. LH: The thing that you 
 
600 
00:33:36,970 --> 00:33:41,500 
taught in 1995 as a settled historical truth has 
 



601 
00:33:41,500 --> 00:33:44,290 
been completely upended by new evidence. And so 
 
602 
00:33:44,290 --> 00:33:47,890 
you leave it open so that when new evidence comes, 
 
603 
00:33:48,250 --> 00:33:50,530 
you can say, OK, well, we thought that it might 
 
604 
00:33:50,530 --> 00:33:52,510 
have been this, but we see now we have evidence 
 
605 
00:33:52,510 --> 00:33:58,000 
that it was actually also this. DY:  Wow. So bringing 
 
606 
00:33:58,000 --> 00:34:02,230 
us closer to the next sort of phase of the college 
 
607 
00:34:02,230 --> 00:34:05,440 
in the 30s, in the 40s and the next phase, of 
 
608 
00:34:05,440 --> 00:34:09,790 
course, of America, what were the challenges that 
 
609 
00:34:10,030 --> 00:34:13,720 
San Benito Junior College faced kind of in that 
 
610 
00:34:14,500 --> 00:34:20,410 
now we're established, that we're we've got 
 
611 
00:34:21,400 --> 00:34:27,730 
troubling times at home and across America--what 
 



612 
00:34:27,730 --> 00:34:31,270 
kind of challenges did they face? LH: Well, I'll be 
 
613 
00:34:31,270 --> 00:34:33,520 
honest. I mean, I think the first one and I just 
 
614 
00:34:33,520 --> 00:34:35,680 
chuckled to myself all through. And as I talk to 
 
615 
00:34:35,680 --> 00:34:38,650 
people in Hollister, in San Benito County, these 
 
616 
00:34:38,650 --> 00:34:42,250 
are conservative, tight-fisted people. And, you 
 
617 
00:34:42,250 --> 00:34:44,890 
know, even though the high school got state 
 
618 
00:34:44,890 --> 00:34:47,170 
funding for the college and took most of it 
 
619 
00:34:47,170 --> 00:34:48,910 
actually for itself, which is a whole other part 
 
620 
00:34:48,910 --> 00:34:52,600 
of the story, you know, it it's astonishing to me 
 
621 
00:34:52,600 --> 00:34:55,120 
that the college could continue to justify itself 
 
622 
00:34:55,120 --> 00:34:58,480 
to these ranchers who, you know, they don't like 
 



623 
00:34:58,480 --> 00:35:00,490 
taxes, they don't want to spend an extra nickel. 
 
624 
00:35:00,760 --> 00:35:04,360 
But I think --and being in Hollister and talking to 
 
625 
00:35:04,360 --> 00:35:08,470 
people-- people loved the idea that they could have 
 
626 
00:35:08,470 --> 00:35:11,320 
this local institution they could be so proud of, 
 
627 
00:35:11,650 --> 00:35:14,650 
and that transformed their young people into kind 
 
628 
00:35:14,650 --> 00:35:17,980 
of U.S. and world citizens from being these kind 
 
629 
00:35:17,980 --> 00:35:22,120 
of farm boys and farm girls. And so I don't see a 
 
630 
00:35:22,120 --> 00:35:24,610 
lot of pushback and I keep looking for it, but 
 
631 
00:35:24,820 --> 00:35:27,010 
that it survived at all, that it was funded at all 
 
632 
00:35:27,010 --> 00:35:30,010 
and that this community supported it, I think is a 
 
633 
00:35:30,010 --> 00:35:32,710 
remarkable tribute to the people who founded the 
 



634 
00:35:32,710 --> 00:35:35,530 
college and who called the shots in the first 20 
 
635 
00:35:35,530 --> 00:35:38,920 
years. So that's one problem then. I think the 
 
636 
00:35:38,920 --> 00:35:41,680 
relationship with the high school became, from a 
 
637 
00:35:41,680 --> 00:35:43,450 
historian's point of view, increasingly 
 
638 
00:35:43,450 --> 00:35:46,300 
problematic. You know, you're really associated 
 
639 
00:35:46,300 --> 00:35:47,890 
with a high school, and that's why a lot of people 
 
640 
00:35:47,890 --> 00:35:50,020 
don't want to go to you and they really want to 
 
641 
00:35:50,020 --> 00:35:52,480 
leave town. And it's the same teachers. I talked 
 
642 
00:35:52,480 --> 00:35:56,230 
to Elwood Dryden, who's 100 this year and the 
 
643 
00:35:56,230 --> 00:35:58,870 
founder of Sugar Plum Farm, and he said, it was 
 
644 
00:35:58,870 --> 00:36:00,670 
just like high school, same teachers, same 
 



645 
00:36:00,670 --> 00:36:02,770 
classrooms. It was.. you know... it was...it didn't feel 
 
646 
00:36:02,770 --> 00:36:05,590 
like you did it. You went anywhere. So so 
 
647 
00:36:05,590 --> 00:36:07,870 
overcoming that perception, which is still, I 
 
648 
00:36:07,870 --> 00:36:10,570 
think in a modern form, it's it's still a 
 
649 
00:36:10,570 --> 00:36:14,380 
perception that we have to overcome. And I think 
 
650 
00:36:14,410 --> 00:36:18,280 
one other thing that I just knocked me flat and I 
 
651 
00:36:18,280 --> 00:36:22,180 
just was so interested to learn this and so 
 
652 
00:36:22,180 --> 00:36:25,600 
encouraged the standards, the academic standards 
 
653 
00:36:25,600 --> 00:36:31,360 
were so high early on. When we talk next time, 
 
654 
00:36:31,360 --> 00:36:34,150 
I'll tell you how San Benito Junior College 
 
655 
00:36:34,150 --> 00:36:36,730 
attracted people from far and wide. But and 
 



656 
00:36:36,730 --> 00:36:40,240 
because of the academic standards, people were 
 
657 
00:36:40,240 --> 00:36:44,020 
incredibly proud of the faculty, and the faculty's 
 
658 
00:36:44,020 --> 00:36:46,990 
academic credentials were featured prominently in 
 
659 
00:36:46,990 --> 00:36:49,960 
the yearbooks, and they all had masters and a few 
 
660 
00:36:49,960 --> 00:36:52,300 
of them had doctorates and it told where they had 
 
661 
00:36:52,300 --> 00:36:55,990 
each been educated. And it was it was really a 
 
662 
00:36:55,990 --> 00:37:00,220 
point of pride, how good an education people could 
 
663 
00:37:00,220 --> 00:37:03,010 
get here and how they could sail right into UC 
 
664 
00:37:03,010 --> 00:37:06,250 
Berkeley without missing a beat and, you know, do 
 
665 
00:37:06,250 --> 00:37:11,590 
well there. DY: And yet the hometown perception that's.. 
 
666 
00:37:11,740 --> 00:37:17,480 
Yeah. That again, hometown does not always 
 



667 
00:37:17,540 --> 00:37:21,860 
fully appreciate what they have sometimes, and 
 
668 
00:37:21,980 --> 00:37:25,310 
it's... LH:  yes, and it's it's an even more extraordinary 
 
669 
00:37:26,180 --> 00:37:28,910 
accomplishment because their students were also 
 
670 
00:37:28,910 --> 00:37:32,030 
underprepared. Their students also had to work. 
 
671 
00:37:32,330 --> 00:37:34,940 
Their students had a lot of responsibilities. So 
 
672 
00:37:34,940 --> 00:37:38,570 
to uphold those high academic standards with with 
 
673 
00:37:38,570 --> 00:37:41,540 
those kinds of constraints. And then one last 
 
674 
00:37:41,540 --> 00:37:45,140 
thing that I'll say that now we're in the the 
 
675 
00:37:45,140 --> 00:37:50,120 
realm of informed guess rather than fact. But the 
 
676 
00:37:50,120 --> 00:37:54,530 
fact was that the first graduating class in 1921, 
 
677 
00:37:55,040 --> 00:37:58,460 
with their two year degrees, eight women and one 
 



678 
00:37:58,460 --> 00:38:05,600 
man. So I'm also guessing that although the 
 
679 
00:38:05,600 --> 00:38:07,640 
community certainly wanted to support its 
 
680 
00:38:07,640 --> 00:38:10,580 
daughters, these are not radicals in Hollister who 
 
681 
00:38:10,580 --> 00:38:12,350 
think that women should have the vote and should 
 
682 
00:38:12,350 --> 00:38:15,500 
have careers and should eschew marriage so that 
 
683 
00:38:15,500 --> 00:38:18,140 
they can live productive, fulfilled lives as 
 
684 
00:38:18,140 --> 00:38:22,550 
independent women making their own choices. So I 
 
685 
00:38:22,550 --> 00:38:29,030 
imagine that the college had to also prominently 
 
686 
00:38:29,030 --> 00:38:32,900 
support male students and, you know, kind of 
 
687 
00:38:32,900 --> 00:38:35,150 
trumpet all of the transfers that they were 
 
688 
00:38:35,150 --> 00:38:38,000 
getting to... For a lot of women, this was a 
 



689 
00:38:38,000 --> 00:38:40,310 
terminal degree, although some into the 30s and 
 
690 
00:38:40,310 --> 00:38:44,540 
40s are transferring. And ....but I think it was 
 
691 
00:38:44,540 --> 00:38:48,440 
probably a challenge for the college to explain 
 
692 
00:38:48,770 --> 00:38:52,430 
that first graduating class. I mean, it actually 
 
693 
00:38:52,430 --> 00:38:54,680 
happened all over higher education when 
 
694 
00:38:54,680 --> 00:38:57,770 
women were allowed into institutions that had been 
 
695 
00:38:58,100 --> 00:39:02,030 
completely male. Yes, they took over. And at UC 
 
696 
00:39:02,030 --> 00:39:04,040 
Berkeley, they had to start excluding women from 
 
697 
00:39:04,040 --> 00:39:05,990 
the top 10 because, you know, a couple of years in 
 
698 
00:39:05,990 --> 00:39:08,570 
a row, it was only women in the top 10 for the GPA. 
 
699 
00:39:08,810 --> 00:39:12,950 
So so it's not an unusual story. But in Hollister, 
 



700 
00:39:13,280 --> 00:39:17,450 
how that story got told probably had to get some 
 
701 
00:39:17,450 --> 00:39:20,450 
care and some attention so that it was clear that 
 
702 
00:39:20,450 --> 00:39:24,680 
the college was serving the male movers and 
 
703 
00:39:24,680 --> 00:39:27,110 
shakers, future movers and shakers. And it wasn't 
 
704 
00:39:27,110 --> 00:39:30,470 
just promoting a radical agenda for women who 
 
705 
00:39:30,470 --> 00:39:34,310 
would then be independent of men. DY: And so does that 
 
706 
00:39:34,310 --> 00:39:39,020 
have as much to do with the general roles that 
 
707 
00:39:39,020 --> 00:39:43,820 
people saw men and women playing in general? I 
 
708 
00:39:43,820 --> 00:39:46,550 
mean, was it more like you get your high school 
 
709 
00:39:46,550 --> 00:39:52,090 
degree and you go to work or you buy land or you 
 
710 
00:39:53,240 --> 00:40:00,650 
was there some kind of maybe change where it was 
 



711 
00:40:00,650 --> 00:40:05,780 
OK to turn 18 and continue your schooling as a ...as 
 
712 
00:40:05,780 --> 00:40:06,140 
a man? 
 
713 
00:40:08,520 --> 00:40:12,200 
LH: I think. Every family was probably different, but 
 
714 
00:40:12,200 --> 00:40:15,380 
in general, I would say that all the men who could 
 
715 
00:40:15,380 --> 00:40:19,400 
have afforded the luxury of going to college and 
 
716 
00:40:19,400 --> 00:40:22,700 
who were interested probably really welcomed the 
 
717 
00:40:22,700 --> 00:40:27,380 
opportunity. And it it was that the opportunity 
 
718 
00:40:27,380 --> 00:40:31,130 
didn't exist for so many decades. And once the 
 
719 
00:40:31,130 --> 00:40:35,330 
opportunity existed, I think, men who could afford 
 
720 
00:40:35,330 --> 00:40:39,170 
to do it really took the opportunity. But but the 
 
721 
00:40:39,170 --> 00:40:41,750 
war took its toll. I mean, that that whole cohort 
 



722 
00:40:41,750 --> 00:40:45,320 
of men was severely disrupted by the war. So 
 
723 
00:40:45,320 --> 00:40:48,320 
that's another reason why probably, again, we 
 
724 
00:40:48,320 --> 00:40:50,150 
don't have enrollment statistics, but we have 
 
725 
00:40:50,150 --> 00:40:53,510 
graduation statistics that the men were all either 
 
726 
00:40:53,510 --> 00:40:56,840 
recovering or dead or, you know, from the war. So 
 
727 
00:40:56,840 --> 00:40:59,540 
that's so that's another, you know, working with 
 
728 
00:40:59,540 --> 00:41:03,170 
veterans, as we know in our own community college 
 
729 
00:41:03,170 --> 00:41:08,180 
era, is challenging and important. And it takes 
 
730 
00:41:08,180 --> 00:41:11,120 
some special skills and some special programs. 
 
731 
00:41:11,210 --> 00:41:14,360 
Yeah. And we don't really know what they had. We 
 
732 
00:41:14,360 --> 00:41:16,550 
know that veterans were honored, but we don't know 
 



733 
00:41:16,550 --> 00:41:20,450 
how that looked at San Benito Junior College. DY: Well, 
 
734 
00:41:20,480 --> 00:41:24,080 
this has been wonderful. I can't wait to sort of 
 
735 
00:41:24,410 --> 00:41:27,200 
go into the next phase of the history of the 
 
736 
00:41:27,200 --> 00:41:31,580 
college where we have maybe a little more of the 
 
737 
00:41:31,850 --> 00:41:36,170 
the record and we're closer to having people who 
 
738 
00:41:36,170 --> 00:41:41,330 
can convey their own stories from that time period. 
 
739 
00:41:42,320 --> 00:41:46,310 
We'll  be gathering together next time here at 
 
740 
00:41:46,310 --> 00:41:47,300 
Gavilan College. 
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